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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 
For the Panoplist, 


A PRACTICAL ILLUSTRATION OF THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE. 
No. Il. 


From the illustration of the doctrines of grace contained in the 
two former numbers, I proceed to deduce and establish the follow- 
ing inferences. 

i. God has revealed in the Bible no doctrine which is of an 
unholy, immoral tendency. 

All the truths, especially all the leading truths, or doctrines, 
contained in the Bible, are inseparably connected with each other. 
They all centre and terminate ultimately in Christ, and in the dis- 
play of the Divine glory by the scheme of redemption through 
Him. And as it has been shown, that the doctrines of grace, whieh 
have been under consideration, are all of a holy tendency, it must 
follow, and will perhaps be admitted, that all the truths, or doc- 
trines, taught in the Bible are of the saine tendency; for against 
no truths or doctrines there taught, are so many Cav ils and ‘objec- 
tions made, respecting their tendency, as against these. About no 
part of inspired truth do men so often dispute, and labor so much 
to render it odious, and unworthy of belief, as about those passages 
which most clearly teach these doctrines. It will hardly be denied, 
therefore, that if these are yet of a holy practical tendency, every 
truth, and especially every doctrinal truth, in the Bible is of the 
same practical tendency. Indeed, to deny the truth of the iufer- 
ence under consideration, is to call in question the goodness, and 
even the honesty of the Deity: it is no less than charging the 
Holy Spirit with an intention to encourage men in sin, and to 
excuse them in it. It is destroying at once the moral rectitude 
and tendency of the Holy Scriptures, as a rule of faith and prac- 
tice; and reducing them te the profane level of any heathen sys- 
tem of morals, which wicked men may choose to adopt. It would 
sweep away the foundation of that system of truth and morals, 
which alone can be safely trusted, in civil affairs; and would 
therefore tend to the destruction of civil society, as well as to the 
ruin and misery of immortal souls; 
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2, God has revealed a system of truth and duty, essentially 
different, in its nature and tendency, from that which natural men 
would dictate. 

It has already been stated, that every truth revealed in the 
Bible is hely in its tendency. Every truth in the bible, when 
fully believed and fairly understood, is calculated to make men 
holy; to make them submissive and obedient to the Divine author- 
ity. Such is the law of God. It :equires men to love Him with 
all their heart. and to love others even as themselves. It reaches 
to all the thoughts and desires of their hearts; and thus lays them 
under obligations to acknowledge and to reverence God in all 
things, and at all times. ‘his Clashes direetly with the proud 
independence, and insubordination of the natural heart ; it destroys, 
if men comply With it, all their profane liberty to do as they 
picase; it opposes and entirely destroys all their supreme self- love; 
and absolutely forbids the indulgence of that supreme, exclusive, 
regard to self-interest, of whic h natural men are so fond, and by 
which they choose tu be, and are. actuated. It clashes, in short, with 
all the predominating passions and desires of their hearts. Con- 
sequently, they never would have dictated such a law, as the rule, 
and especially the only rule, of their obedience. 

Equally opposite and contradictory to their feel lings. is the whole 
system of redemption anc salvation through Christ. Acce ding to 
this, all men are required to coniess and account themselves totally 
sinful by natere;: totally rebellious aud wicked by practice. while 
unrenewed; to plead guilty before God; to repent heartily of all 
their sins; to depend en tirely on the grace of God for regencration, 
pardon, and acceptance with Him; to renounce wholly all self- 
dependence and the merit of their own works; to give up all into 
the hands and to the sovercigu disposal of God; and to depend 
altogether for justification in his sight upon the merits and right- 
cousness of the Lord Jesus. According to the Gospel scheme of 
sufvation, they are required to confess and to feel themselves to be 
wholly dependent on the unmerited grace of God; to believe, that 
Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God. equal with the Father, and 
vorthy of all the honor due to God: to submit cordially both to his 
righteousness for pardon and justification, and to his authority as 
their supreme Lawgiver and Ruler; to accept of pardon and salva- 
tion as a free cift; and to love Christ supremely, esteeming him 
the wisdom and the power of Ged unto salvation. They are also 
required to hate. to condemn, and to forsake all their sins; and to 
devote themselves wholly and cordially to his service. This is 
mortifying. indeed, to all the feelings of corrupt nature. It lays 
all the wisdom, and confidence, and Imaginary excellence of nat- 
ural men level with the dust. It constrains them to make an 
unqualified sacrifice of their beloved self-righteousness; to give up 
entirely all claim to personal merit; to deny themselves entirely; 
and to pronounce the sentence of condemnation upon those very 
actions, pnd even upon those internal desires and motives, which 
Chey have allowed themselves te cherish and to justify. Such 
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the scheme of Gospel salvation in its operation upon the hearts of 
natural men. And it is easy tu see, that such a scheme of 
redemption as this, they never would have chosen, Had they 
been consul.ed, they never would have dictated, either a law, or a 
scheme of redemption, the tendency and operation of which would 
have constrained tiem to be thus holy; to be thus obedient to the 
authority, and subjected to the sovereign grace of God in their 
gaivation: for they are in heart altogether opposed to this whole 
system of truth and duty. 

3, The doctrines of graee, illustrated in the preceding numbers, 
are all fundamental in the system of revealed religion. ‘They 
teach what God is; what men are in his sight; what Christ Is, as 
a Mediator and Savior; and what the nature and terius of Gospel 
salvation are. They thus lie at the very foundation of Chris- 
tianity; they are the leading articles of Gospel faith; they all 
relate immediately, either to the Author; to the subjects; to the 
mediuin; or to tie nature and terms of Gospel salvation. They 
immediately respect either the character and government of the 
King; that of the subjects; that of their Advocate; or the terms 
on Which alone rebellious subjects can be pardoned, and reconciled 
to their offended Sovereign. And if, in relation to the salvation of 
‘rebellious sinners, any truths or doctrines are fundamental, or of 
prime importance, it must be those which relate immediately to 
the character and government of God, and teach what these are; 
which relate immediately to their own characters, and teach 
what they are in His sight; and which relate immediately to the 
Source, the nature, and the terms of this salvation, and teach 
what these are. ‘he doctrines under consideration, therefore, are 
not merely speculative; having no relation to Christian experience, 
nor any influence on Christian practice. On the contrary, they 
lie at the foundation of genaine Christian experience, and constitute 
that system of truth, a belief of which produces Christian prac- 
tice. ‘he Christian religion requires inen to love God, to fear 
and honor Him. But in order to love Him they must know Him; 
and in order to be sure they loye the true God, they must know 
What his character is. And some of tuese doctrines teach this 
character plainly. ‘This rejigion also requires them to obey and 
submit to Him, and to believe and embrace the truth, in relation 
both to themselves and to the method of their salvation. Some of 
these doctrines elso teach what men are, and what the method of 
their salvation is. Now if either a knowledge or a belief. of the 
truth, relative to the first principles and the essence of Gospel sal- 
vation, is essential or fundamental, thea these doctrines are funda- 
mental in the system of revealed religion. For this religion, in 
its first principles, and in its final operation, requires that love to 
God which implies a knowledge of his character, a belief in his 
testimony, and an unqualified submission to his government and 
to his terms of salvation. And these doctrines, and these alone, 
furnish this knowledge of the truth. If these ae denied, theixhole 
system ei truth im relation to revealed religio.. 1s denied: Ged is 
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not on the throne; men are not proper subjects of grace; there is 

Divine Savior, nor Sanctifier; no regenerating agency; no 
proper medium of justification; no purposes of grace; nor any 
stability in the covenant, the promises, nor the oath of God: there 
is in this case no salvation. Where then would be the ground of 
love, fear, hope, or obedience? 

4. Gud requires all men who live under the light of the Gospel 
cordially to believe these doctrines. 

lt has been already stated, that God requires all men to be holy, 
And it is evident from Scripture, that holiness implies love and 
obedience to God. It has also been shown, in the preceding num- 
bers, that both the tendency and the actual effect of a cordial belief 
in these doctrines are to produce holiness of life, or holy obedience 
to God. If, then. we attend seriously to the tendency and to the 
actual effect of believing them, the truth of the inference under 
consideration will appear reasonable. No danger in regard to 
Christian morals, or Christian practice, can be apprehended from 
a full belief in them. ‘They do make men better. And if, in con- 
nexion With their native tendency and their actual effect, we now 
consider them as being fundamental in the system of revealed re- 
ligion, and view them as truths plainly revealed by the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit; plainly and expressly taught in that volume, which 
God has given to men as the rule of their faith and practice; it 
must be seen and admitted, that he requires all men, especially 
under Gospel light. cordially to believe them. It is a truth; it 
must, it will sooner or later be admitted as such, that God re- 
quires men, who have his word, his written, authenticated testi- 
mony in their hands, to believe his testimony; to believe every 
part of it; and especially to believe those plain, those all import- 
ant parts of it, which lie at the foundation of revealed religion. 
He claims the belief of men on the credit of his testimony. He 
elaims, (and the claim is just.) to be considered, credited, and 
honored as a God of truth; a Being of goodness; a Being worthy 
- a love and reverence. He requires men to be ‘obedient 

» his testimony in their faith, as well as in their practice. He 
claims the sovereign right, the peculiar, and to Him the just pre- 
rogative of dictating to men what they shall believe: of enumerat- 
ing. regulating and controlling all the leading articles of their 
faith, in the solemn concerns of religion. Men may neither add 
to, diminish, nor alter, one jot or tittle of God's testimony: they 
must believe it as itis. And since He has not only revealed the 
doctrines under consideration in plain language: and thus given 
them all the authority of Divine testimony; but has surrounded 
men at this day with a cloud of facts, as witnesses, which demon- 
Strate the hely tendency and effect of believing them: it must 
appear plain, that he requires all men, under Gospel light, cor- 
dially to believe therm. 

Ss. My last inference is. That if men are in heart unreconciled 
and opposed to thes& doctrines of grace, they are unreconciled te 
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the character of God, and are altogether unfit for the kingdom of 
heaven. 

1 say unreconciled in heart; for there may be some real Chris- 
tians, who are babes in knowledge, and whose minds may have 
been prejudiced by ungodly parents, or by false teachers, who 
cannot readily admit the truth of all these doctrines. But these 
persons do not feel an enmity of heart to these doctrines; but on 
the contrary they are open te conviction. Give them from time to 
time proper instruction; lead them by proper degrees to a knowl- 
edge of the importance and connexion of those things which to 
them are dark, with those which they do understand and _ believe; 
and they are ready then to believe them all. Indeed, this is uni- 
formly the case with such persons. As they grow in Divine 
knowledge, they see and believe more of the leading doctrines of 
revealed religion: and they love them. But the case of such per- 
sons forms no excuse for those, Who understandingly and in heart 
are opposed to the doctrines of grace. ‘They are unreconciled to 
the character of God: they are altogether unfit for the kingdom of 
heaven, For these doctrines place God on the throne, directing 
and governing all things in the universe according to his own 
unchangeable and eternal purpose: they place all men at his foot- 
stool, dependent, and by nature sinful, rebellious, and altogether 
unworthy of his favorable regard; they exhibit a Savior and a 
scheme of redemption, which, in their necessary operation, on their 
hearts, constrain natural men to deny themselves entirely; to re- 
nounce all their own wisdom and goodness; to condemn and for- 
sake all their sinful habits, practices, and objects, and thus to 
condemn and give up all that is dear to their hearts; and to submit 
themselves, and all their services, without any reserve to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. This tries the natural heart. ‘This system of 
doctrines, When fairly understood and applied, brings the feelings 
of the heart to a proper test. It presents the truth as it is in 
Jesus Christ, It brings to view the real character and government, 
and purposes and requirements of that God, betore whom all men 
must one day appear. And it plainly teaches them: whom and 
what they must love; in whem and in what they must believe; 
What they are and must be; and to whom and to what they must 
be reconciled, if they ever expect to be happy in heaven. Such 
also are the importance and extent of this system of doctrines, in 
relation to the faith and to the eternal interests of all men, that 
they effectually try all the feelings of the natural heart: they en- 
tively cross every feeling and shade every prospect of future hap- 
piness to natural men, wiile they continue in sin. Although they 
present a source of endless and perfect happiness, and make this 
sure to every true believer in Christ, still it is on such terms and 
involves such self-denial, hamiliation, and submission to a Holy 
God. as cross and oppose every feeling and desire of the natural 
heart, and will continue to do this, so long as natural men remain 
What they now are. 
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Hence, if men are in heart unreconciled and opposed to these 
doctrines, they are unreconciled to the character of God, and are 
altogether unfit for the kingdom of heaven. Were they, with such 
hearts, translated to heaven, they could not be happy there. They 
must, they would, be miserable; miserable beyond all expression 
or conception. They would be opposed to God; opposed to Christ; 
opposed to all the saints and holy angels; and opposed, utterly 
opposed to the whole employment of heaven. 

Permit me, then, by way of conclusion, to ask every reader of 
these numbers, if the subject to which your attention has here 
been called, is not of the most serious importance? Is it a piece of 
mere idle speculation? Has it no concern with practical religion? 
Or is it not inseparably connected, both with practical religion 
here, and with the salvation of immortal souls hereafter?) Are you 
able to resist the evidence contained in Scripture, that these doc- 
trines are all true? Are you able to dispute either their tendency, 
or their effect in producing holiness of life in these who cordially 
believe them? And with the evidence of their truth, and their 
tendency, before you, can you for a moment dispute their prime 
importance in practical or experimental religion? Decide these 
questions, not for others, but each one for himself: for in’ the 
decision of these questions, each one has a personal, an all-import- 
ant, an eternal interest. — JUVENTUS, 


For the Panoplist. 
ON CHARITY AS A PRINCIPLE OF CONSISTENT BEHAVIOUR, AND 
UNIVERSAL BENEVOLENCE. 


CHARITY is an operative, uniform, and universal principle. It is 
what the apostle of the Gentiles styles the «law of the mind,” or 
«the law of the spirit of life.’ This Divine principle, implanted 
in the heart by the Lioly Snirit in regeneration, enlightens and 
spiritualizes the mind, and invariably disposes the subject of it to 
vield obedience to all the Divine commands. +*Now the end of the 
commandment is charity, out of a pure heart, and of a good con- 
science, and faith unfeigned.” The design of the following ob- 
servations is to show the necessity of uniform obedience,—univer- 
sil benevelence;—and to mention various means of promoting the 
graces, and discharging the duties, of Christianity. 

Few persons, however vicious, like to be thought wholly devoid 
of charity. Most men wish others to think they are possessed of 
good principles, although their words and actions plainly testify 
to the contrary. ‘They are often less offended, w Hon censured for 
immoral conduct alone, than when the goodness of their pr Liciples 
is called in question. The general tenor of every one’s conduct 
usually corresponds with his principles. «A goed man, out of 
the rood treasure of the heart brinzeth forth good things; and an 
evil man, out of the evil treasure, bringeth forth evil things.” 
That conduct is consistent with charity, which is agreeable to the 
rites of Christianity. Plis divine principle continually incites 
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those who are possessed of it, to use endeavors to promote the 
glery of God and the best good of their fellow men. Charity is 
the source of all true obedience,— f all acceptable actions. 
«Though i speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and 
have not charity, L am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal.” ‘The possession of Christian charity necessarizy implies 
benevolence, and a readiness to obey ali the Divine commanis. 
That obedience which flows from the heart, as the result cf a 
divine principle, must necessarily be uniiorin. 

According to the customary rule of estimating the moral char- 
acters of men, no one is accounted to be industrious unless he is 
uniformly so; although he may occasionally labor very hard; nor 
honest, who has frequently been known to be fraudulent in his 
dealings, notwithstanding his) behavior in many instances is con- 
sistent with integrity: neither can any one be considered liberal, 
who is usially niggardly and selfish in his dealings with others, 
whatever deeds of charity he may have occasionally performed. 
So, he who lives in the practice of Known sin, and disregards the 
precepts of the Gospel, cannot be considered as a real Christian, 
although in many respects his conduct may accord with the rules 
ef the Gospel. 

The divine law requires more than a negative goodness. They 
Who think that their whole duty consists in refraining from gross 
acts of immorality, and in not. doing a direct injury to their neigh- 
bors, greatly deceive themselves respecting the nature of evangelical 
obedience. Cur Savior said to the young man; «If thou wilt be pers 
fect, go and sel! that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven.” As Christian benevolence arises from a 
principle of divine love, it must be as extensive as the knowledge 
of proper objects. «The commandment is exceeding broad.’® 
«Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto ail thy 
commandments.” 

‘The Christian, who is anxious to know the mind and will of 
God, will diligently search for the same in every part of divine 
revelation. Although his whole duty is summarily comprised in 
the ten commandments, vet all the injunctions and precepts of the 
Gospel, and all the particular injunctions and prohibitions of the 
Holy Scriptures, constitute a part of the divine law. What a 
multitude of precepts and injunctions are to be found in the Word 
of God to enforce the duty of uniform obedience, and universal 
benevolence. 

If the divine declarations be true, it is not a matter of indiffer- 
ence whether men make their own selfish interests, or the glory 
of God, and the good of others, @eir main object of pursuit. 
“For ye are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” The Scriptures 
decide, that benevolent professions, and a pretended regard to the 
interests of religion, without corresponding efforts to do good, will 
not be accepted for the love of God. “If a brother or sister be 
naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of you sav unto them, 
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depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give 
them not those things which are needful to the body, what doth it 
profit?” «Even so faith, if it have not works is dead, being alone.” 
That divine principle, charity, the source of Christian beneficence, 
is that water which our Savior says shall be in the subjects of 
divine grace, a well, springing up into everlasting life. They, 
who live in the exercise of the graces of Christianity, are ever 
disposed to promote the glory of God, and the best good of their 
fellow-creatures. The more men exercise their grace in duties of 
obedience, the more it is strengthened and increased. If Chris- 
tians are required to obey all the divine commands, and if charity 
be the end of the law, it necessarily follows, that their endeavors 
to do good ought to be incessant and universal. Whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
ef all.” «Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin.” 

From a right knowledge of that principle of divine grace, which 
is requisite to Gospel obedienc e, it will evidently appear, that actual 
benevolence is essential to the Christian character, and an express 
command of God. It will also be equally manifest, that the true 
missionary spirit is exactly the spirit of Christianity; and that all 
exertions of a missionary kind must be conducted in an efficacious 
and consistent manner, if they are made agreeably to the precepts 
of the Gospels—that they ought to be constant and unifor m; and 
that all the conduct of Christians ought to harmonize with their 
endeavors for the advancement of the "Redeemer s kingdom. 

Since Christian benevolence is so much enjoined in the Holy 
Scriptures, can it be supposed, that they who have the law written 
in their hearts, are destitute of that grace. Who that meditates 
-* the divine law, and the spirit of Christianity, can forbear to 
acknowledge his obligations to exert himself, to the utmost, for the 
advancement of the cause of Christ in the world. All who act 
consistently with charity, keep in constant view, as their rule of 
behavior, the two great commandments; *’Lhou shalt love the 
Lord -thy God, with all thine heart, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength: and «Thou shait love 
thy neighbor as thyself.” It is impossible to obey these com- 
mandments, unless the powers and faculties of the body and soul 
are actually and habitually engaged in the service of God, Charity 
operates by means, and Inv aviably excites to engage heartily in 
all rational and proper methods of doing good. It is equally stu- 
dious to devise, as it is willing to achieve, liberal things. The 
ohject of missionary labors is the glory of God, and the ‘temporal 
and eternal happiness of the human race. And is not every real 
Christian bound by his profession to do all in his power to pro- 
mote these objec ts? 

The true missionary spirit is the spirit of the Gospel, and re- 
quires the exercise of all the graces and virtues of the Christian 
character. Most of those goed works, which are required of 
Christians as evidence of the reality of their faith and love te 


LT ITT ee cry 
ee 
am 


re Na Aan Se 17 





Satie 


ee. ae 











a eS 
sisisere Soe pee #2 
Pree, "oa 


> 
‘agi 


ast 


TMi Me 
3 tees 


U4 Fe me ar 
aS Ea, 


foe 


\? - ~~ 4 = 
UL eee Ser ee 
net ee Bhiptog. > 





. r +? 7 > oe SD  /t °, ’ 
PE ead Seer nyse sia EN Ea aOR 
8 SO Sea Tg a na ahi 2 MO pals A rast a er es 
4 i ER he Rae 


+ ee 
Fo aly 
ee 


een ie apo 
me ; 
> ee tne. ia ea, lle 


SP lhe 
eee aes x 


ocd 
REY 


iar 


ghee! nes 


ilaistpiecta cs 


the ig Se tt 


lee ere La 


‘ 


1817. On Charity as a Principle of Action. 57 


God, are of the same nature as missionary exertions, directed 
agreeably to the principles of the Gospel. Charity, or the true 
missionary spirit, is seated in the human heart; and begins its 
work at home. It incites the person to conform his heart and 
conduct to the law of God; and at the same time to make constant 
endeavors to promote the spiritual good of his own family and 
neighbors. He, who lives under tie habitual influence of this 
spirit, uses all proper means to, instruct in the knowledge of Chris- 
tianity the ignorant within the spiere of his own personal influ- 
ence. He is also moved to acts of beneficence by all suitable 
objects, either at home or abroad. The saine principle, that in- 
duces him to seek his own spiritual good, and that of his neigh- 
bors, prompts him to engage in diffusing the light of the Gospel 
among the heathen in every part of the worid. 

How inconsistent is the conduct of some, who, whilst they talk 
with ecstasy of the great exertions making by the Ciristian 
world to evangelize the heathen, and sigh at their horrid rites, 
remain unmoved and indifferent in view of the gross ignorance, 
and aggravated sins of many of the destitute around them. Equally 
absurd is the conduct of those, who maintain that ciarity begins 
at home;—and that therefore they need all their pecuniary re- 
sources to educate their children, and provide for the temporal 
support of their own families. They, who make this plea as an 
objection to foreign missions, seldom give any evidence of Chris- 
tian charity at home; as they usually neglect the religious educa- 
tion of their children, and manifest an indifference to the interests 
of religion in general. Others, indeed, admit it to be a duty to 
relieve the spiritual wants of the destitute around them; but think 
it belongs to persons in more ‘affluent circumstances to support 
missionary labors among the heathen in foreign countries. A 
certain Class of professed Christians hold sentiments respecting 
missions, different from those which have been mentioned; owing 
it is presumed to early prejudices, and the want of proper infor- 
mation. Many of these persons are, in most respects, very ex- 
emplary in the private walks of life; and of considerable influence 
in the church. ‘They seem to view themselves not under obliga- 
tions to take an active part in missionary exertions; and think the 
duty of a Christian consists, wholly, in a regular moral life, a 
punctual attendance on the ordinances of the Gospel, a proper 
attention to church regulations, and a careful regard to the tem- 
poral interests of their families. 

In no respect do the professed friends of Zion more frequently 
manifest absurdity in their conduct, than by an indifference and 
inattention to those means, and objects, which are necessary for 
the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Men are under as 
great obligations to exercise their rational faculties concerning 
matters of eternal importance, as they are concerning the ordinary 
affairs of this life. What can be more inconsistent with charity, 
thau the conduct of those, who are not moved to acts of benefi-. 
cence by the knowledge of proper objects. How few of all the 
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professed friends of Christ are actually engaged in the best of 
causes;—in promoting the eternal salvation of men, and in build- 
ing up the Redeemer’s kingdum. Many who feed the hungry, and 
clothe the naked, wholly disregard the spiritual wants of the des- 
titute. How few professed Cliristians in this country afford pecu- 
niary aid for the charitable objects now before the Christian 
public. And of the few, who contribute at stated times fur mis- 
sionary purposes, What a small proportion manifest by their daily 
conversation, that they are heartily engaged in promoting the 
interests of Christianity. 

Many protesso:s of Christianity, who manifest much zeal for 
the cause of Christ, have very inadequate notions of the duty and 
iinportance of benevolent exertions; and but very little knowledge 
of the great effurts making in all parts of the Christian world 
for a reformation of morals, and for the promotion of Christianity. 
Some, who profess to be fiendly to missionary socicties, and 
occasionally appear much engaged in prosecuting plans of a gene- 
‘al nature for the diffusion of Christian knowiedge, manifest in 
the private walks of life, an entire unconcern about the interests 
of religion; and decline taking an active part in less conspicuous, 
though not less necessary measures, for the dissemination of divine 
truth. The daily conduct of persous of this class, is entirely con- 
trary to the nature and excellency of Christianity. The cause of 
Christ undoubtedly requires, that individucls more generally en- 
gaxe in personal efforts, of a private nature, for the propagation 
of Christian knowledge. 

The true missionary spirit requires, that all persons act con- 
tinually in reference to the interests of missions. He who acts 
wisely in reference to any great object, keeps it constantly in view, 
and makes such an arrangement of his temporal interest, that it 
may become subservient to the promotion of that object. Acting 
Wisely in reference to the cause of missions. imphes a knowledge 
of its nature and design; and a sincere desire for its advancement. 
ft requires the person to feel an interest in the diffusion of Gospel 
light, and always disposes him to patronize all promising meas- 
ures for the cissemination of divine truth. 

Self-denial, and a non-conformity to the world, would '»> secured 
by acting in reference to the cause of missions. Charity evidently 
requires the style and manner of living, and the conversation of 
Christians, to be regulated by the precepts of the Gospel. It 
alsa requires, that their temporal concerns be arranged in a man- 
ner best calculated to subserve the interests of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. ‘They who regulate their dress and style of living by 
the fashionable world, and at the same time profess an anxious 
regard for the advancement of Christianity, act in a very absurd 
manner. Nothing appears more foreign from the missionary 
spirit than splendid equipages and superfluous ornaments, in view 
of the numerous objects of Christian charity now before the public. 
Intemperance in food and drink is directly opposed to every chari- 
table design. It debases the mind, and impoverishes its victims. 
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Vhe inordinate pursuit of wealth is also most unfavorable to the 
exercise of Christian benevolence. ‘The middling and poorer 
class of people, it is thought, contribute much more than their 
proportion toward missionary purposes. It is a fact, that through- 
out the country, the most wealtiny are not the most liberal. None, 
indeed, act more absurdly, and under a greater delusion, than 
many of the rich, who profess a friendly regard to the cause of 
religion, but excuse themselves for noi contribuiing to the sup- 
port of charitable undertakings, by the plea of poverty and pecu- 
niary embarrassment. Men, whose matu object of pursuit is the 
acquisition of wealth, always make calculations large enough to 
demand all their pecuniary resources. 

Acting in reference to the cause of missions, and consistently 
with Christian principles, requires a diligent and profitable im- 
provement of time, and a proper regulation of the conversation. 
All classes of persons frequently complain of the want of time to 
improve their minds m reading and meditation, and for per- 
forming personal services of a benevolent kind in subserviency to 
the advancement of Christian knowledge. ‘That the want of time 
to attend to these duties, is not so often the true reason for neglect- 
ing them, as the want of a disposition, will appear by considering 
low great a proportion of time most persons spend either in idle- 
mss, or in doing that which is of litte consequence. How much 
time is spent in sinful recreations, or vain amusements, and in 
idle and unprofitable conversation. Were all persons suitably im- 
pressed with the importance of redeeming time, and of linproving 
their present opportunities in preparing for a future state of unal- 
terable existence, we should hear less complaint of want of time. 
The people of the world will always find time enough for trifling 
amusements, and sensual gratifications. ‘The unprofitable man- 
ner in which professed Christians frequently spend their time in 
social interviews, is very unbecoming the Christian character. 
Who can attend to the numerous precepts of the Gospel, which 
enjoin a godly intercourse with mankind, and not be convinced of 
the duty of maintaining it. But [say unto you, that every idle 
word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the 
day of judgment.” «For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and 
by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” — 

The following directions and considerations, it is conceived, are 
calculated to lead professed Christians to act consistently with 
the true missionary spirit, and with their profession. 

1. A diligent and careful perusal of the Holy Scriptures, with 
the ait of the most approved practical commentaries, are necessary 
to instruct common persons in the knowledge of their whole duty, 
A serious and prayerful investigation of the obligations and impovt 
of the divine law, and earnest and constant endeavors to act in 
conformity to its requirements, are indispensable to evangelical 
obedience. In order to a right understanding of the Word of God, 
Christians should daily examine themselves, and earnestly en. 
deavor to conform their words and actions to the precents of the 
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Gospel. Much study of the Scriptures, self-examination, and 
serious consideration, are the most powerful means of promoting 
a practical obedience to the divine commands. 

2. Christians should consider the practical instructions to be 
derived frum the parable of the talents; and the awful conse- 
quences resulting from a misimprovement of their own. Every 
individual ought to consider what he should do that he may be- 
come a good steward of the grace of God; what is implied in seek- 
ing “first the kingdom of God and his righteousuess;’? and what 
the Apostle means. when he says, *None of us liveth to himself, 
and no man dicth to himself.” ‘The Scripture says, Christ «gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 

S$. A serious consideration of the infinite value of the human 
soul, and that “there is none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved, but that of Jesus Christ,” 
ought to excite an increased attention to the means of salvation. 
If the duty and necessity of extending the Knowledge of the Gos- 
pel to all men be admitted, what are the proper means of doing it? 
Is there any other practical method of evangelizing the heathen, 
but that which is now pursuing by the Christian public? A knowl- 
edge of the history of the Christian church; and of the history of 
missions; and of the various religious and missionar y intelligence 
contained in religious and missionary magazines, are indispensa- 
bly necessary to awaken, and keep alive the missionary spirit. It 
is a fact well attested by experience, that they who do not accus- 
tom themselves to religious reading in general, particularly the 
Bible and missionary inteltige nee, make little apparent progress in 
Christianity, and do not find much joy and peace in believing. 
By per ‘sonally engaging in pursuits of a benevolent kind, individ- 
uals are er adually led into a better and more practical knowledge 
of the Holy Scriptures. “Do not my words do good to him that 
walketh uprightly:°? ‘The Lord erants no more grace to his people, 
than they need for use in the actual service of God. 

Seeing then the necessity of communicating religious and mis- 
sionary information to others, in order that they may be induced 
to take an active part in building up the Redeemer’s kingdom, is 
it not the duty of Ministers and Christians, whe possess the 
requisite means of instruction, to enlighten the ignorant and des- 
titute around them? At the present tinic it is the more necessary to 
diffuse missionary intelligence, with a design to engage all the 
Lord’s people in building up his kingdom, on account of the nu- 
merous additions which lave been made to the visible church of 
Christ. during the great awakenings, which have lately prevailed, 
in various parts of our country. It is not to be expected that pro- 
fessors of Christianity will generally aid the cause of missions, 
unless they become acquainted with missionary subjects, and are 
partic ularly impressed with the duty and necessity of missionary 
excrtions. Probably one great reason why many aged Chris- 
tians in our country are so backward to engage in the missionary 
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cause, is their not having enjoyed in earlier years the privilege of 
religious intelligence. It is conceived, that the principal reason 
why the missionary cause makes so slow a progress in many parts 
of the country, is the great numbers of persons who stiil remain 
wholly, or in a great degree, ignorant of the history of missions, 
and of the late interesting transactions of the religious public, in 
relation to that subject. 

It is a fact, that in many important parts of our country there 
are but few missionary books in the hands of professed Christians. 
There are many populous and flourishing towns, in which scarcely 
a professor of Christianity has ever read Milner’s Church His- 
tory, Lord’s History of Missions, Buchanan’s Asiatic Researches, 
and Religious and Missionary Magazines. It will be found, that 
in places where these books have been generally read, the people 
have usually brought forth the fruits of beneficence;s—have engaged 
in building up the Redeemer’s kingdom in the world. The vigor- 
cus missionary impulse, which exists in many parts of New Eng- 
land, and in some of our populous and commercial cities, does not 
extend equally through all parts of the country. Is not this une- 
qual action in a great measure to be ascribed, to the want of a 
more general diffusion of missionary intelligence, and proper exer- 
tions of well-informed individuals to enlighten and arouse the 
ignorant and supine around them? 

How ought the minds of all professors of Christianity to be 
influenced, in view of the great exertions in the Christian world 
for the propagation of Christianity. Are efforts to evangelize the 
world, and to revive Christian morality and practical piety, the 
work of a sound mind, of saving faith, and real love to God, or 
are they the offspring of enthusiasm? «*Choose*ye this day whom 
ye will serve.” «If the Lord be God serve him; but if Baal, then 
serve him.” If it is the duty of any friends of Christ to be en- 
gaged in building up his kingdom, is it not equally the duty of all? 
is it not time for all, who hope in the mercy of God for salvation, 
and yet neglect the work of the Lord, to read and meditate seri- 
ously on the law of God; and see if they are in the faith? Is not 
a reformation of the conduct of professors of religion in general 
absolutely necessary, in order to bring about those glorious days 
foretold of Zion, fer the advent of which the church labors and 
prays? The great things doing for Zion will net finally benefit 
any, unless they have Christ dwelling in their hearts by faith, and 
become workers together with him. Let all Christians labor to 
possess the spirit of the Apostle of the Gentiles; and with him 
consider themselves «debtors both to the Greeks and to the Bar- 
barians, both to the wise and to the unwise.”” «And, behold, I 
come quickly,” says the Savior, “and my reward is with me to 
give tu every man according as his work shall be.’’* tb. OQ. 


* On account of the coincidenge of thought observable in this paper and some passages 
published in the last Panoplist, it is proper to say, that the different picees were written 
tytally independent of each other, by persons sevcral hundred miles apart. En. 
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For the Panaplist. 


On the readiness of God to save sinners. 


Jue method of salvation provided in the Gospel for sinners, is 
very differently explained by different persons. It is sometimes 
understood in such a manner, as to excite doubts in the convinced 
and inquiring sinner, whether his salvation is possible. He ts led 
to fear, that no provision is made for his salvation; that God is 
either unwilling or unable to pardon his sins. It may be that he 
is deeply sensible of his vileness and unworthiness as a sinner; and 
of the need in which he stands of the Divine forgiveness; yet he 
sinks down into a state of despondency, because, as he supposes, 
there is no possibility of his salvation. For the encouragement of 
such a sinner, and for the instruction of others, the following pro- 
position will be discussed. 

On the part of Gol every thing is ready for the salvation of sinners. 

Tine trath of this proposition will bs shewn by considering the 
invitations given to sinners in the Bible, and the provision made 
for their salvation. 

I. ‘The invitations given to sinners in the Bible. 

‘These are addressed to all sinners, without distinction of char- 
acter. ‘They are freely given, and given in the language of per- 
suasion. Whosoever will, let him take the water of life fr eely.” 
Rev. xxil, 17. “ilo, every one that thirsteth; come ye to the 
waters; and he that hath no money: come ye, buy and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. * Isa. 
lv, 1. “Incline your ear. and come unto me; hear, and your soul 
shall live: and | will make an everlasting covenant with yeu, even 
the sure mercies of David.” ly, 3. “Is my hand shortened at all 
that it cannot redeem? or have I no power to deliver?” 1, 2.— 
«Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save!” 
lix, L.—elf the wicked turn from his wickedness, and do that 
which is lawful and right, he shall live.”* These invitations de- 
note a readiness on the part of God to save sinners. 

‘The same truth is inplied in the invitations and declarations of 
Christ. during his personal ministry on earth. In the language 
of intreaty we bear lim say:—Come unto me, all ve that labor, 
and are heavy Jaden, and 1 will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn of m e; for Lam meek and lowly in heart; and 
ye siall find rest unto your souls; for my yoke is easy and my 
rag is ag om * Mat. xi, 28—30. And again; «f am the bread 
of life; he that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that be- 
eevedea on me shall never thirst;"—and «him that cometh to me, I 
will in no wise cast out.” Jolin vi, 35.57. Such is the tenor of the 
invitations made to sinners in the Gospel: invitations evidently 
addressed to al! sinners, who either read the Gospel, or bear it 
preached. ‘They are all likewise urged to comply with these in- 
Vitations without delay. It is every where implied in the Bible, 
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that God is ready to receive all sinners into favor, who comply 
with his invitations. We must suppose then, either, that there is 
a want of sincerity in God in making these invitations; or, that he 
has made them on the ground of provision adequate to the salva- 
tion of all. provided all will comply with them; and, consequently, 
that, on his part, every obstacle in the way of their compliance is 
removed. 

To suppose a want of sincerity in God in making his invita- 
tions; or, which is the same thing, to suppose he makes invita- 
tions, Which he is not ready to have complied with, is to impeach 
his moral character. ‘Vhe Divine sincerity in making invitations 
to sinners is not to be called in question. God has given abundant 
evidence, that he docs desire the salvation of sinners; for he has 
set before them the most powerful motives to induce them to com- 
ply with his invitations! «flave LI any pleasure at all, that the 
wicked should die, saith the Lord Gods; and not that he should 
return from his ways and live.” Ez k. xviii, 23. «Say unte 
them, as I live, saith the Lord God, L bave no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked; but, that the wicked turn from his way and 
live; turn ye, turn ye from your evil says, for why will ye die?’’ 
Ezek. xxxiii, 11. In conformity with these declarations, God 
warns sinners of their danger, and urges them to avoid it, by 
turning unto him with their whole heart. On the part of God, 
then, every thing is ready for their salvation? 

If. The same truth is apparent, from the provision made in the 
Gospel for the salvation of lost men. The whole scheme of salva- 
tion revealed in the Bible, is a scheme of love. It originated in 
the benevolence of God. «God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him, should not 
perish. but have everlasting life; for God sent not his Son inte the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world through him might 
be saved.” John iii, 16. In accordance with this declaration, the 
Apostle Paul urges, that «God commendeth his love towards us, 
in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.” Rom. v, 8. 

In the gift of a Savior to our ruined world, and in the official work 
of this Savior, are we to contemplate the provision made. for the 
salvation of sinners. ‘The atonement of Christ lays a foundation 
for the gratuitous pardon of sinners on certain conditions. It 
opens a door for the offer of salvation to all, aud for the accepfance 
and reconciliation of all; yet, considered in itself. it does not en- 
sure the acceptance and reconciliation of any. In the atonement 
of Christ full and complete provision is made for the pardon of the 
sins of the whole world; yet. from this consideration we are not 
to infer that all sinners will be pardoned. This provision of 
itself does not secure the pardon of a single sinner. The atone- 
ment is not to be confounded with the application of it. Faith in the 
great atoning sacrifice is the condition, on the part of the sinner, 
by which he becomes entitled to the benefits of the atonement. 
Aside from this condition, the sinner does not receive the benefits 
vf the atonement. “Notwithstanding. therefore, full prevision is 
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made in the atonement for the salvaiion of a world of sinners; 
notwithstanding God can, on the ground of the atonement, as 
consistently with the honor of his perfections pardon ten thousand 
sinners. as one individual, yet he will never pardon a single sinner, 
Who does not Comply with the condition required on the sinner’s 
part. Christ himself saith, in direct reference to the type, which 
prefigured lis death; «As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder. 
ness. even so must the Son of man be lifted up; that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.” Jobn 
ii, 14, 15. ‘This declaration shews, that the atonement of Christ 
piaces salvation in the reach of all; that whosoever believeth should 
not perish. ‘The sacred writers are very full in expressing the 
sufficiency of the atonement for the salvation of sinners. They 
speak of Christ as dying for us—for our sins—for sinners—for 
the ungocly, and the unjust: and they speak of him too in more 
gencral terms: they affirm that he died for the world; that he is 
the propitiation for the sins of the whole world; that he gave him- 
self a ransom for all; and that he tasted death for every man. 
Such representations clearly shew, that Christ by his death hath 
made ‘a full atonement for sin; an atonement by which the holy 
law of God is honored—his hatred of sin manifested. and the evil 
nature of sin illustrated. God can be just, and at the same time 


the justifier of every sinner that believeth in Jesus. The door of 


salvation is open to all sinners; the way is clear for the return and 
reconciliation of all; yet this fact does not secure the reconciliation 
of all. Faith is the condition on the sinner’s part. «He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” In view, then, of the invitations of the Gospel, 
and of the provision made for the salvation of sinners, we have the 
fullest evidence, that on the part of God every thing is ready for 
their salvation. 

The two following reflections will close these remarks. 

1. Sinners who perish from under the Gospel, will destroy them- 
selves. It appears, that God of his infinite wisdom and unbounded 
goodness, hath given his own Son to die for sinners; and that in 
consequence of his death, the door is open for their salvation. It 
likewise appears, that God invites them to become reconciled to 
him, and holds out to them powerful motives to influence them to 
acompliance. He even condescends to expostulate with them: 
“Why will ye die?’ and to reason with them; «*Come, and let us 
reason together, saith the Lord; though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they ‘be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.” All the obstacles, i n the way of their salvation, 
are on the part of sinners themselves. If they perish. therefore. 
they will not perish because provision was not made adequate to 
their salvation; nor because they were not invited to accept salva- 
tion; nor because the conditions were such as they could not under- 
stand: nor because these conditions were difficult to be complied with: 
nor because motives were not placed before them to influence them to 
acomptiance: for every motive. which can be supposed to have 
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influence with a rational being, .s set before sinners in the Gospel. 
If they perish, then, it will be because they choose death: i. e. be- 
cause they love «the wages of sin, which is death.” The whole 
guilt, both in their rejecting offered salvation, and in their final 
condemnation, will rest on themselves; conscience will fasten it 
there, and under the weight they will sink down forever. 

2. The patience of God is strikingly manifested in bearing with 
sinners, while they slight offered salvation. Notwithstanding he 
has done so much in making provision for their salvation; not- 
withstanding the door is thrown open to them, and they are invited, 
urged and intreated to become reconciled to their holy Sovereign, 
and to be for ever happy; yet they remain unmoved. ‘They love 
the bondage of sin, and delight in their chains. ‘The great enemy 
of God reigns in their hearts, and by his artifices blinds their 
eyes, rivets their chains, and sways their inclinations and actions. 
While they continue in this state of servitude, God calls to thetn, 
and graciously offers to them freedom; yet, alas! they are deaf io 
his calls; they reject his offers. The Son of God, too, clothed in 
all the mild glory of an exalted Savior, is stretching forth his 
hands, ready to bestow all the blessings purchased by his blood, 
Yet, alas! they turn away from him! they behold in bim no beau- 
ty, that they should desire him; they despise the blessings pur- 
chased by his blood. Still the offers of salvation are made to thei; 
still their day of grace is lengthened out; God continues still to 
address them in the language of love and intreaty! He bears with 
their ingratitude—their stupid insensibility—their continued re- 
bellion against him! Here we behold the patience and forbearance 
of God! Were man on the throne, his arm would be nerved with 
vengeance! He would say, bring forth those mine enemies, and 
slay them before me! Let justice have its course. Let the rebels 
die. But God bears with sinners; and though they have long 
abused his mercy, he still waits their return to him. His linguage 
is, ‘I will spare them a little longer... How should we admire the 
patience of God in his forbearance towards sinners! This is what 
holds them in life, and keeps them from falling into perdition. 
Suspended on the patience of God, they hang over the nS of 
woe! : sp 


REVIEWS. 


XCII. Memoir of the early life of William Cowfer, Esq. Written bu himself, 
and never before published. With an Ahfrendix, containing some of Cowfier’s 
religious letters, and other interesting documents, illustrative of the Memoir. 
First American from the second London edition. Boston; James Loring. 
1817. pp. 120. 18mo. Price, 50 cents. 


We consider this Memoir as one of the most interesting articles 

of biography, which have appeared in modern times. It derives 

a peculiar fascination from the artless, simple, and vet forcible, 

style in which it is written; from the minute and affecting recital 
Vou. XII. ts) 
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of the sufferings of the writer; and from the happy change which 
he experienced in regard to religion, and which he appears to have 
considered, on good grounds, as a saving conversion. But the 
great utility of this valuable document will arise from the clear 
evidence which it furnishes of the healing tendency of genuine 
religion, and the light which it throws on the nature of that most 
afflicting disease, mental derangement. 

Cowper was the sun of a clergyman, and was born in Hertford- 
shire, Nov. 26, 1731. At the age of six years, he was sent away 
irom home to a school at some distance. Here his tender spirit 
was oppressed by the tyranny of an unfeeling fellow-scholar, more 
than twice as old as himself. The effect of this ill treatment is 
described in very touching language; and it may probably have 
contributed to that extraordinary timidity, which formed so strik- 
ing a feature in the poet’s character. At eight he was placed in 
the family of an eminent surgeon and oculist, as he had very 
weak eyes, and was in danger of losmg one of them. In this 
family, religion was neither known nor practised. After residing 
in it a year, he was sent to Westminster school. where he studied 
till he was eighteen; and was then placed with an attorney to 
acquire the practice of the law. At twenty-one he took cham- 
bers in the temple, and was ready to entcr upon his profession. 
it does not appear that he had any professional employment; he 
certainly never had much. His time was spent in literary idleness, 
and in habits of dissipation. Soon after he took chambers as 4 
lawyer, he fell into a depression of spirits, which was intolerably 
painful to him, and which lasted nearly a twelvemonth. Having 
tried in vain all human means of relief, he betook himself to prayer; 
frequently using a set of prayers which he had composed for the 
purpose. On a visit to Southampton he experienced a transient 


joy, which he seems to have been almost persuaded to think of a 


gracious nature; but which was evidently nothing more than im- 
penitent sinners often experience, as he remained for the succeed- 
ing nine or ten years of his life entirely ignorant on the subject of 
rcligion, and in a course of known sin, with little remorse and ne 
contrition. Nor was the depression of spirits, just mentioned, 
brought on by religious considerations; but seems to hare been 
produced by a constitutional disposition to melancholy. 

When Cowper had arrived to the age of thirty. his patrimony 
was nearly spent: and, as he was not likely to earn money in his 
profession, he began to feel a little anxieus respecting the means 
of support. About this time he concurred with a friend in ex- 
pressing an earnest wish, that the clerk of the journals of the 
House of Lords would die, that he might obtain the place. The 
man soon after died. and Cowper was nominated to fill the vacancy. 
This was a retired office: he and his friends supposed it might 
come within the scope of his abilities, which were never calculated 
for any public exhibition of himself. But an unexpected difficulty 
arose. His patron’s right of nomination was disputed, and he was 
to expect opposition at every step. This would make it necessar) 
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that he should prepare for an examination,at the bar of the House 
of Lords, respecting his qualifications for the office. As he had 
several months before him, there would have been no difficulty 
in meeting the examination, had it not been for his excessive and 
unconquerable diflidence. ‘The more he reflected on the subject, 
the more distressing became his dread of the trial. During several 
months he was in great misery. If he declined the office, poverty 
stared him in the face. He would appear ungrateful to his patron 
and benefactor, and bring reproach upon him as lacking discretion. 
If he met the trial, he was perfectly certain that all his knowledge 
would forsake him, and he should be pronounced unqualified. in 
this dilemma, he made up his mind to perpetrate the horvid crime 
of self-murder. As he had a dread of death, he deferred the exe- 
cution of his purpose, as Jong as he could and avoid the day, the 
approach of which had so verribly distressed his mind. He pre- 
pared laudanum about a week beforehand; and the morning but 
one before the day assigned, on a sudden provocation from a piece 
he read in the newspaper, he rushed into the fields, determined to 
swallow his laudanum and die there. When he arrived in the 
fields, his mind was suddenly diverted by a project of fleeing to 
France. He accordingly returned to his room, and began to pack 
up his clothes for that expedition; which, however, soon appeared 
very ridiculous. He successively formed the design of drowning 
himself, returned to his first plan of taking laudanum, and leaned 
on his penknife to stab himself; but in ali these instances, was 
mercifully and almost miraculously prevented from accomplishing 
his wishes. The shocking recital is given in language, which 
strongly describes the agony of his mind. The last attempt was 
made in the morning just before he expected his patron to call 
upon him, and accompany him to the Parliament-House. He 
suspended himself by his garter from the top of his door, kicked 
away the chair by which he had mounted, and hung till all con- 
sciousness was gone. By the blessed Providence of God,” says 
he, “the garter, which had held me till the bitterness of temporal 
death was past, broke just before eternal death had taken place 
kpon me.” The blood had already begun to stagnate, and he had 
been indeed on the brink of eternity. “He sent for his patron, and 
related the whole affair to him; and it did not take long to deter- 
mine, that Cowper could not hold the office. 

Soon after he was left alone, the necessary werk of convic- 
tion ef sin was begun in his heart. It has often been supposed, 
that he was induced to attempt suicide by the distress of mind 
cecasioned by what are repr oachfully called the gloomy doctrines of 
Calvinisin, This supposition is altog sether unfounded; and, if re- 
peated hereafter, will be owing to inexcusable ignorance. All 
the attempts to commit suicide were made within two days; and 
Wwe now have the positive testimony of Cawper himself, that, till 
alter the last attempt had failed, “he had felt no concern ofa 
spiritual kind.’ All the distress which he had experienced was 
rat ‘sorrew ef the world, which worketh death.’ 
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The process of conviction was most evidently commenced by 
the Holy Spirit. The subject of it was profoundly ignorant of 
religion; his concern began without reading the Bible, Without 
admonition, Without any of the usual means of grace. Suddenly 


his soul was filled with intolerable anguish, at the remembrance of 


his sins. ‘Ihe description of his sufferings is deeply affecting, 
“In a word,” says he, «I saw myself a sinner altogether, and 


every Wey a sinner; but I saw not yet a glimpse of the mercy of 


God in Christ Jesus.” The great engine of Satan was yet to be 
employed against him; viz. a full persuasion that he had committed 
the unpardonable sin. ‘lhis oppressed him with inconceivable 
horror. At length he sent for Mr. Madan, an evangelical cler- 
g* man, Who explained to him the plan of salvation; but failed by 


inculcating the necessity of an appropriating faith; i.e. a belief 


ti:at Christ died for Aim personally; a belief not founded on eyi- 
dence of cenformity to the requirements of the Gospei, but on 
infernal persuasion only. It appears to us highly probable, that 
Cowper’s sorrows would have been greatly mitigated, if he had en- 
joyed, during every stage of his concern, the right kind of religious 
i struction, For a consider ‘able time he ad no instruction at 
ail, and Mr. Madan stumbled upon a common error. 

It is evident that the unhappy sufferer’s reasoning powers were 
considerably impaired before his attempt at suicide. As his mental 
distress was of long continuance, and without any alleviation, it is 
not surprising that he became at length insane. His progress 
toward this awful calamity, til it finally enveloped him in dark- 
ness, he remen:bered and has described with the minutest accu- 
racy. Even during his derangement, the «sense of sin and thie 
expectation of punishment remained clear.’? «These, says he, 
«kept undisturbed pessession all through my illness, without inter- 
ruption or abatement.” 

His derangement was immediately perceived by his brother, 
and he was speedily removed from London to the care of Dr. 
Cotton of St. Albans. whe kept a house for the reception be such 
patients. Of the state of his mind, Curing the first part of his 
residence there, seme judgment may be formed from the follow- 
ing passage: 


“A sense of self loathing and abhorrence ran through all my in- 
sanity Conviction of sin, and expectation of instant judgment, never 
Jeli me from the 71h of Decen ber, 1763, until the middie of July fol- 
lowing. The accuser of the brethren was ever busy with me night 
and day, bringing to my reccliecticn in dreams the commissiun of 
long forgotten sins, and ch arging upon my conscience things of an 
Indifferent Nature, as atrocious crimes. 

“All that passed in this lorg interval of eight months, may b 
classed under two heads: conviction of sin, aid despcir ef mercy 
But blessed be the God of a y salvation for every sigh I drew, tor 
every tear I shed; since thus it pleased hin to judge me here, that I 
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Toward the close of July he experienced the first joyful deliver- 
ance from his spiritual bondage. The occasion was the perusal of 
Rom. iii, 25. His transition from despair to a strong assurance 
is thus feelingly described: 


“Unless the Almighty arm had been under me, I think I should 
have died with gratitude and joy. My eyes filled with tears, and my 
voice choked with transport, I could only Igok up to heaven in 
silent fear, overwhelmed with love and wonder. But the work of the 
Holy Spirit is best described in his own words; it is ‘yoy unspeaka- 
bic, and full of glory” Thus was my heavenly Father in Christ 
Jesus pleased to give me the full assurance of faith; and, out of a 
strong, unbelieving heart, to ‘raise up a child unto Abraham.’ How 
elad should I now have been to have spent every moment in prayer 
and thanksgiving! I lost no opportunity of repairing to a throne of 
grace; but flew to it with an earnestness irresistible and never to be 
satisfied. Couid I help it? Could I do otherwise than love and 
rejoice in my teconctled Father in Christ Jesus?) The Lord had 
eniarged my heart, and ‘I ran in the way of his eommandments.’ 

“For many succe ding wecks, tears were ready to flow, if I did 
but speak of the Gospei, or mention the name of Jesus. To rejoice 
day and night was all my employment. Too happy to sleep much, 
I thought it was but lost time that was spent in slumber. Oh that 
the ardor of my first love had continued! But I have known many a 
liteless and unhaiiowed hour since; long intervals of darkness, Inter- 
rupted by short returns of peace and joy in believing. 

“My physician, ever watchful and apprehensive for my welfare, 
was now alarmed, lest the sudden transition from despair to joy, 
should terminate in a fatal frenzy. But ‘the Lord was my strength 
and my song, and was become my salvation.’ I said, ‘I shall not die, 
but live, and declare the works of the Lord; he has chastened me 
sore, but not given me over unto death. O give thanks unto the 
Lord, for his mercy endureth for ever.’ 

“In a short time, Dr C. became satisfied, and acquiesced in the 
soundness of my cure; and much sweet communion I had with him 
coucerning the things of our salvation. He visited me every morn- 
ing while I staid with him, which was near twelve months after my 
recovery, aid the Gospel] was the delightful theme of our conversa- 
tion.” pp. 57, 58. 


In June 1765, he took up his residence at Huntingdon, where 
he soon became acquainted with the Unwin family, in whose soci- 
ety he enjoyed much satisfaction, ‘The narrative before us ap- 
pears to have becn written soon after this period; as early, we 
Shouid suppose, as 1766. It is to be regretted, that the world has 
not been favored with a history of the remaining years of this 
Interesiing man, Written with his own hand. However accurately 
others might relate the external circumstances of his life, bis re- 
movals, his literary efforts, and the pregress of his reputation in 
the literary world, he alone could give a true account of his relig- 
ious experience. Many particulars relating to this subject may be 
picked out of his letters; but a connected narrative, describing his 
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alternate sorrows and consolations, and their real or imaginary 

causes, could be furnished by himself only, 

It is generally known, however, that during a great part of his 
life, subsequently to the period which we have ‘particular ly noticed, 
he suffered much from a real, but partial insanity. While he was 
sane on common subjects, and could pursue literature with dili- 
gence and success, he was totally and evidently insane on the sub- 
ject of his own spiritual state. T hough he believed firmly in the 
doctrines of grace; or, as they are called j in this country, the doc- 
trines of Calvinism; and in the doctrine of perseverance among the 
resi;—thougi: he believ ed himself to have been truly converted;— 
though he lov ed God, and Christ, and rejoiced in the plan of salv a- 
tion;—still he for med the strange conclusion, that he was an ex- 
ception to the general law of God? s government; and that he must 
inevitably be made an ev erlasting example of the divine vengeance. 
He could not be driven from this persuasion, though it was at 
variance with every article of his creed. 

After leaving the temple, in the manner above related, Cowper 
lived retired, at different ‘plac es in the country, till death released 
him from his troubles. ‘That he derived much enjoyment from the 
scriptural views of religion which he embraced, his writings suf- 
ficiently evince. He spent many happy years in the society of the 
excellent Mr. Newton at Olney; but these were succeeded by years 
of mental weakness and der: angement. At the age of fifty he 
commenced anthor. Many of his works will continue to do good 
as long as the English language shall be read. His translation 
of Homer, however, was, in our judgment, a very ill-advised em- 
ployment; not only as it was a drudgery badly suited to the state 
of his mind; but as it is a work of very little use to the world. 
It is a heav Y. prosaic performance, and indicates nothing, or 
almost nothing, of that vivacity of genius, which pervades the 
original compositions of the translator. If the years which were 
sedulousty devoted to Homer and his commentators, had been 

spent in religious intercourse with intelligent men of piety, and in 
composing now and then a hymn, or some other strain of evangeli- 
cal poctry, the declining years of this amiable man might have 
passed away pleasant ly: and his memory might have been recalied 
to the miads of the pious in suc ceeding ages. by many admired 
proofs ef bis genius, which do not now exist. His terrible malady 
returned six years before his death, and continued, with slight in- 
terruptions, uil April 25. 1800, when this child of affliction was 
removed from the vale of tears, and admitted, as we have scrip- 
tural evidence for believing. to a world ef unctouded glory. 

We are surprised to find, that some respectable reviewers are 
quite inclined to doubt, whether it was wise to publish the Memoir 
before us. Their principal reason for doubting we presume to be 
the disagreeable impression, made upen the feelings of readers, by 
a minute account of repeated attempts to commit suicide; e specially 
if made by a person so W ell known, and so highly resp ected, as the 
poet Cowper. But it was already known, in a vague manner, that 
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he had made such attempts; and the public have heard of many 
suicides, not only attempted but perpetrated, in circumstances 
more shocking to the feelings. It seems to us, that this little book, 
possessing as it does the most unquestionable authenticity, will 
serve many valuable purposes. Among these we would mention 
the following. 

1. Cowper’s derangement was not produced by religion, nor by 
his particular views of religion; but was owing primarily to a 
want of religion. Before the awful crisis in December 1765, he 
gave many indications of a disordered judgment; and probably no 
human means could have averted the approaching calamity. But 
his cure he attributes without hesitation to his new views of the 
Gospel, and to his joyful hopes of salvation. All the permanent 
relief which he gained was from the same source, and from the 
religious friends to whom his Christian experience introduced him. 
It is to be expected, however, that the idle calumny will be repeat- 
ed; and we shall continue to see it asserted in Encyclopedias, 
and other books, that Cowper’s delirium was owing to his relig- 
ious creed. The mass of mankind are ignorant of religion, and 
hate it with a cordial enmity. Ifthey are able to seize hold of 
any story to its disadvantage, they are very unwilling to let go 
their hold, however clearly the story may be proved to be false. 
The friends of Christ and his cause should keep this characteristic 
in mind; and should prepare themselves to repel assailants by the 
statement of facts. 

2, The narrative before us furnishes a more complete history 
of the approaches and commencement of insanity, than is often to 
be obtained. ‘T’o the philanthropist, the medical practitioner, and 
the philosopher, every such history must be, as we have already 
intimated, extremely valuable. To the moralist and divine, also, 
it must be desirable to form an opinion, as to the effect of different 
kinds of insanity upon the moral accountability of the patient. 
To the judicious reader it will appear evident, we think, that how- 
ever Cowper’s reasoning powers may have been impaired during 
his residence with Dr. Cotton, he was all the while accountable 
for the moral nature of his affections. ‘This is probably the case 
with a large proportion of insane persons. ‘The exact line be- 
tween a state of moral accountability, and a state in which the 
moral qualities of the soul are entirely suspended, cannot be fixed 
by man; but in many cases of insanity, it is not difficult to see, that 
the evil or the good passions are exhibited in their true character, 
and render the subject of them worthy of praise or blame. 

The beneficial influence, which Dr. Cotton’s conversation had 
upon Cowper’s mind, shows, in a strong point of light, the vast 
importance of committing the insane to the care of truly religious 
nen. It is inp ortant that all physicians should be religious; but 
especially those who have under their charge persons of a melan- 
choly temperament, groping in spiritual darkness, or led astray 
by spiritual delusion. For the wise management of such persons 
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a kind disposition, an acute knowledge of human nature, and an 
experimental acquaintance with religion are essentially necessary. 

3. ‘Lhe perusal of this little narrative brings to mind a reflec. 
tion, Which we often hear made, but without feeling its full import, 
that much of the intense suffering endured by man is known only 
to God and the sufferer. When Cowper was in a state of despe- 
ration, and had fully resolved on self-murder within a few hours, 
he conversed with a most intimate friend, and displayed an affected 
cheerfulness, which not only prevented any suspicion of the real 
state of his mind, but probably left the impression that he was 
contented and happy. ‘Thus it is frequently: many a throbbing 
heart, ready to burst with anguish, is concealed by a smiling 
countenance. ‘Those who enjoy a serene mind should be ever 
mindful, not only of the gratitude they owe for this great blessing, 
but of the duty of interceding daily for those who are pining in 
secret, and drawing near to the borders of despair, perhaps of 
perdition. 

4. From Cowper’s example let the desponding learn, that they 

may be useful in the world. ‘Till thirty two years of age he lived 
ignorant of God and without hope; from that time till he was fifty 
he published nothing, and did little but read, and walk, and make 
bird-cages, for his amusement. We do not mean to deny, that he 
cultivated religion in his own soul, during this interval; but it 
never seems to have occurred to him, that it was within his power 
to be useful to his fellow-men extensively. When he did publish, 
it seems to have been done with the most humble views, and 
without any thought of conferring a great benefit on mankind. 
Yet after this late period of life ie was enabied to produce works, 
which will delight millions of readers in remote posterity; works, 
which not only please the taste and elevate the imagination, but 
sonvey evangelical doctrines in a style simple. forcible, classical 
and dign ified. To have composed any one of several of his most 
admired passages, not exceeding half a page in length, would be 
an achievement worth living ll such, for instance, as his eulo- 
gium on the pulpit, and his sublime apostrophe to our Savior, 
Which begins thus: 


“Thou art the source and centre of all minds, 
Their ouly point of rest, Eternal Word:”— 


Thankful as we are for what Cowper has written, we cannot 
but regret, that he had not known his own strength: as we think 
he would have done had he associated more, during the latter years 
of his life, with men of enlarged minds and genuine piety We do 
not believe that Great Britain could boast a man. during the 
last century, so well calculated as he was to write religious tracts 
and narratives, for the instruction of all classes of people. The 
time which he spent upon Homer w ould have enabled him to rival 
Hannah More, in this most useful kind of authorship. We need 
not express ourselves in stronger terms. 
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With ali his capability of usefulness, no man had a meaner opin- 
ion of himself than Cowper. He viewed himself as a mere cum- 
berer of the ground; as a poor, worthless creature. Let all, who 
are inclined to form dark conclusions respecting their future use- 
fulness, remember the case of this distressed man, and reflect that 
God may have some good employment in reserve for them. 
Though it falls to the lot of few to delight whole nations by their 
writings, many are employed in building up the church of Christ 
upon earth; and, at the last day, it will be an occasion of unbound- 
ed gratitude and praise to have been employed in awakening‘a 
neighborhood, or enlightening a few families, by pious exhortations 
and a Christian example. And no man is so humble, that he may 
not aspire to such a course of beneficence, relying upon the aids of 
the Divine Spirit. 

5. We cannot close this review, without calling the attention of 
our readers to the exhibition which Cowper has given of his ex- 
treme ignorance of religion, When his concern for his soul com- 
menced, at the age of thirty-two. We are not to forget, that he 
was born and educated ina highly favored Christian land; that 
he occasionally attended divine worship; that he was devoted toa 
learned and honorable profession; and that he was quite a cham- 
pion for the authenticity of the Scriptures, with the external evi- 
dences of which he was well acquainted. We are to remember, 
also, that he was universally accounted a quiet, amiable, good- 
hearted man; and if he had died in that condition, would doubtless 
have been sent to heaven by eulogiums from the pulpit and the 
press, composed and uttered by persons in just such a state of irre- 
ligious ignorance as he himself was. The passages, which we 
shall quote, will describe his own views of the greatness of his 
ignorance and the enormity of his guilt. 


“That I may do justice to the place of my education, I must relate 
one mark of religious discipline, which, in my time, was observed at 
Westminster; I mean, the pains which Dr. Nicholls took to prepare 
us for confirmation. The old man acquitted himself of this duty, 
like one who had a deep sense of its importance; and I believe most 
of us were struck by his manner, and affected by his exhortation. 
For my own part, I then, for the first time, attempted prayer in se- 
cret; but being little accustomed to that exercise of the heart, and 
having very childish notions of religion, I found it a difficult and 
painful task; and was even then frightened at my own insensibility. 
This difficulty, though it did not subdue my good purposes tili the 
ceremony of confirmation was past, soon after entirely conquered 
them. I relapsed into a total.iorgetfulness of God, with the usual 
disadvantage of being more hardened, for having been softened to no 
purpose. p.- 16, 


Speaking of the period, when he was twelve or thirteen, he says: 


“By this time I became such an adept in the infernal art of lying. 
that I was seldom guilty of a fault, for which I could not, at a vers 
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short notice, invent an apology capable of deceiving the wisest. 
These, I know, are called school-boy’s tricks; but a total depravity of 
principle, and the work of the father of lies, are universally at the 
bottom of them. 

“At the age of eightcen, being tolerably furnished with grammatical 
knowledge, but as ignorant in all points of religion as the satchel at 
my back; I was taken from Westminster, and having spent about 
nine months at home, was sent to acquire the practice of the law with 
an attorney. There I might have lived and died, without hearing or 
seeing any thing that might remind me of a single Christian duty, 
had it not been that I was at liberty to spend my leisure time (which 
was well nigh all my time) at my uncle’s in Southampton Row. By 
this means, I had indeed an opportunity of seeing the inside of a 
church, whither I went with the family on Sundays, which prubably I 
should otherwise never have seen.”’ pp. 17,18. 


Having described some religious impressions, made upon his 
mind at Southampton, when he was about twenty-two, he gocs on 
thus with his narrative: 


“But Satan, and my own wicked heart, quickly persuaded me that I 
was indebted for my deliverance, to nothing but a change of scene, 
and the amusing varieties of the place. By this means he turned the 
blessing into a poison; teaching me to conclude, that nothing but a 
continued circle of diversion, and indulgence of appetite, could se- 
cure me from a relapse. 

“Upon this hellish principle, as soon as I returned to London, I 
burnt my prayers, and away went all thoughts of devotion and of de- 
pendence upon God my Savior. Surely it was of his mercy that I 
was not consumed, Glory be to his grace! 

“Two deliverances from danger were experienced without making 
any impression. Having spent about twelve years in the Temple, in 
an uninterrupted course of sinful indulgence, and my associates and 
companions being either, like myself, professed Christians, or pro- 
fessed Infidels, I obtained at length so complete a victory over m v 
conscience, that all remonstrances from that quarter were in vain, and 
in a manner silenced; though sometimes indeed a question would 
arise in my mind, whether it were safe to proceed any farther in a 
course so plainly and utterly condemned in the word of God. I saw 
clearly, that if the Gospel were true, such a conduct must inevitably 
end in my destruction; but I saw not by what means I could change 
my Ethiopian complexion, or overcome such an inveterate habit of 
rebelling against God. 

*The next thing that occurred to me, at such a time, was a doubt 
whether the Gospel were true or false. To this succeeded many an 
anxious wish for the decisien of this important question; for | fool- 
ishly theught, that obedience would presently follow, were ] but con- 
vinced that it was worth while to attend to it. Having no reason te 
expect a miracle, and not hoping to be satisfied with any thing less, 
I acquiesced at length, in favor of that devilish conclusion, that the 
only course I could take to secure my present peace, was, to wink hard 
against the prospect of future misery, and to resolve to banish all 
thoughts of a subject, upon which I thought to so little purpose 
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Nevertheless, when I was in the company of Deists, and heard the 
Gospel blasphemed, I never failed to assert the truth of it with much 
vehemence of disputation; for which I was the better qualified, having 
been always an industrious and diligent inquirer into the evidences 
by which it was externally supported. I think I once went so far 
in a controversy of this kind, as to assert, that I would gladly submit 
to have my right hand cut off, so that I might but be enabled to live 
according tothe Gospel. Thus have I been employed, when half 
intoxicated, in vindicating the truth of Scripture, while in the very 
act of rebellion against its dictates! lamentable inconsistency of a 
carvinced judgment with an unsanctified heart! An inconsistency, 
indeed, evident to others as well as to myself, inasmuch as a deistical 
friend of mine, with whom I was disputing upon the subject, cut 
short the matter, by alleging, that if what I said were true, I was cer- 
tainly damned by my own showing. 

‘‘By this time my patrimony being well nigh spent, and there being 
no appearance that I should ever repair the damage, by a fortune of 
my own getting, I began to be a little apprehensive of approaching 
want It was, l imagine, under some apprehensions of this kind, that 
I one day said to a friend of mine, “If the clerk of the journals of the 
House of Lords should die, I had some hopes that my kinsman, who 
had the place in his disposal, would appoint me to succeed him.” We 
both agreed, that the business of that place being transacted In pri- 
vate,would exactly suit me; and both expressed an earnest wish for his 
death, that I might be provided for. Thus did I covet, what God had 
commanded me not to covet, and involved myself in still deeper 
guilt by doing it in the spirit of a murderer.” pp. 20—23. 


After his attempt to commit suicide, he represents the state of 
his mind as follows: 


“To this moment I had felt no concern of a spiritual kind. Ignorant 
of original sin, insensible of the guilt of actual transgression, I under- 
stood neither the law nor the Gospel; the condemning nature of the 
one, nor the restoring mercies of the other. I was as much unace 
guainted with Christ, in all his saving offices, as if his blessed name 
had never reached me. Now, therefore,a new scene opened upon 
me. Conviction of sin took place, especially of that just committed; 
the meanness of it, as well as its atrocity, were exhibited to me in 
colors so inconceivably strong, that I despised myself, with a con- 
tempt not to be imagined or expressed, for having attempted it. This 
sense of it secured me from the repetition of a crime, which I could 
not now reflect on without abhorrence. 

“Before I arose from bed, it was,suggested to me, that there was 
nothing wanted but murder, to fill up the measure of my iniquities; 
and, that, though I had failed in my design, yet I had all the guilt of 
that crime to answer for. A sense of God’s wrath, and a deep des- 
pair of escaping it, instantly succeeded. The fear of death became 
much more prevaicnt in me now than even the desire of it had been.” 
p. 42, 


“My sins were now set in array against me, and I began to see and 
feel that I had lived without God in the world. As I walked to and 
sro in my chamber, I said within myself, “There never wae s@ abar- 
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doned a wretch; 80 great a sinner!” All my worldly sorrows seemed 
now as though they had never been; the terrors of my mind, which 
succeeded them, seemed so great, and so much more efflicting. 
One moment I thought myself shut out from mercy by one chapter, 
and the next by another. The sword of the Spirit seemed to guard 
the tree of life from my touch, and to fame against me in every avenue 
by which I attempted to approach it. J particularly remember, that the 
parable of the barren fig-tree was to me an inconceivable source of 
anguish; and I applied it to myself, with a strong persuasion in my 
mind, that when our Savior pronounced a curse upon it. he ad me in 
his eye; and pointed that curse directly at me.” pp. 43, 44. 

Having remained sometime in this state, lhe applied to Mr. 
Madan for spiritual instruction: 


“At length I remembered my friend Martin Madan, and sent for 
him. I used to think him an enthusias:, but now seemed convinced, 
that if there was any balm in Gilead, he must administer it to me. 
On former occasions, when my spiritual concerns had at any time 
occurred to me,I thought likewise on the necessity of repentance. 
I knew that many persons had spoken of shedding tears for sin; but 
when I asked myself, whether the time would ever come, when [| 
should weep for mine, it seemed to me that a stone might sooner do it. 

“Not knowing that Christ was exalted to give repentance, | des- 
paired of ever attaining to it. My friend came to me; we sat on the 
bed-side together, and he began to declare to me the Gospel. He 
spoke of original sin, and the corruption of every man born into the 
world, whereby every one is a child of wrath. I perceived something 
like hope dawn in my heart. This doctrine set me more upon a 
level with the rest of mankind, and made my condition appear less 
lesperate. Nexi he insisted on the ajl-atoning efficacy of the bieod 
of Jesus, and his righteousness, for our justification. While I heard 


this part of his discourse. and the Scriptures on which he founded it, 


my heart began te burn within me, my sou! was pierced with a sense 
of my bitter ingratitude to so merciful a Savior, and those tears, which 
I thought impossible, burst forth freely. I saw clearly. that :»y case 
required such a remedy, and had not the least doubt within me, but 
that this was the Gospel of salvation.” pp. 48, 49. 


Describing the first part of his residence at St. Albans, he says; 


“J remember about this time a diabolical species of regret that 
found harbor in my wretched heart. I was sincerely sorry that I hed 
not seized every opportunity of giving scope to my wicked ep 
and even envied those,who being departed totheir own place before me, 
had the consolation to reflect, that they had well earned their miser- 
abie inheritance, by indulging their sensuality without restraint. Oh, 
merciful God! what a tophet of poliution is the human sou!! 
Wherein co we Ccifier from the devils, unless thy grace prevent us?” 
Pp: 55, 54. 
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In the midst of his attempts to eommit suicide, he exclaims, 
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«Behold into what extremities a good sort of man may fall! Such 
was [, in the estimation of those who knew me best. A decent out- 
side is all a good natured world requires. Thus equipped, though 
all within be rank atheism, rottenness of heart, and rebellion against 
the blessed God, we are said to be good enough; and if we are damned, 
alas! who shall be saved? Reverse this charitable reflection, and 
say, If @ good sort of man be saved, who then shail perish? and it comes 
much nearer the truth: but this is a hard saying, and the world cannot 
bear it.” p. 38. 


In one of his letters to Lady Hesketh, he gives an admirable 
picture of an unconverted man, of decent reputation; of just such 
a man as the world loves, and praises, and will allow to be a very 
good Christian, 

“You think I always believed, and I thought so teo, but you were 
deceived and sowas I. I calied myself indeed a Christian, but he 
who knows my heart, knows that I never did a right thing, nor ab- 
stained from a wrong one. because I was so. But if I did either, it 


— 


was under the influenee of some other motive.” p. 7! 


There are many persons in every Christian country, who ex- 
actly compare with the preceding descriptions. Gentlemen of edu- 
cation, and of cultivated minds;—able lawyers, physicians, judges, 
and even some professed ministers of the Gospel;—men, who would 
be highly offended to have their theological knowledge called in 
question, are often precisely in that state of i ignorance so strikingly 
exemplified in the case before us. ‘These instances illustrate the 
declaration of the Apostle, that «the natural man receiveth not the 
tings of the Spirit of God.” 


Il. A Narrative of Five Youths from the Sandwich Islands; viz. OB00- 
74H, Hopoo, TENNooE, HoNnooREE, and PRINCE TAMOREE, now re- 
erving an education in this country. Published by order of the Agents 
‘Spointed to establish a school for heathen Youth. New York; J. Seymour. 
1516. pp. 44. 


ZT O 


Tus design of this pamphlet is sufficiently evident from its title- 
page. W ith the history of the three youths first named, the read- 
crs of the Panoplist for July and August last have been made in 
some measure acquainted. Other particulars are here added. 
We extract the account which Obookiah gives of the massacre of 
his father’s family. It is a fair specimen of the manner in which 
War is often carried on. in the islands of the Pacific Ocean. The 
reader ought to bear in mind, that the inhabitants of these islands 
have been extolled by sea-captains and philosophers as a most 
innocent race of beings. 


“His parents were both slain, together with an infant brother, in 
ne of those sanguinary and exterminating conflicts which are fre- 
Git in those islands. 
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“The following circumstances of the tragical scene in which all 
his family, excepting himself, was butchered, are taken from the rela- 
tion of Obookiah. 

“Two parties. it seems. were contending for the dominion of the 
island. The warriors met, and a dreadful slauwhter ensued. The 
party to which the father of Qbookiah belonged was overpowered. 
The conquerors having driven their antagonists from the field. next 
turned their rage upon the villages and families of the vanquished. 
The alarm was given of their approach—The father came to his hut, 
took his wife and two children, and fled to the mountains. There he 
concealed himself for several days with his family in acave. But at 
length, being driven by thirst to leave their retreat, they went in quest 
of water toa neighboring spring. Here they were surprised bya 
party of the enemy while in the act of quenching their thirst. The 
father, obeying the first impulse of nature, fled, but the cries of his 
wife and children soon brought him back again for their protection, 
But seeing the enemy near, again he fled. The enemy seeing the 
affection of the father for his family, having seized his wife and chil- 
dren, put them to the torture, in order to decoy him from his retreat. 
The artifice succeeded. Unable to bear the piercing cries of his 
family, again he appeared and fell into their hands, and with his wife 
was cutin pieces. While this was going on, Obookiah, being then 
a lad of about twelve years, took his infant brother upon his back, 
and attempied to make his escape ——But he was pursued, and his little 
brother pierced through with a pahooa, or spear, while on his back. 
Obookiah was saved alive, because he was not young enough to give 
them trouble, nor old enough to excite their fears. 

“After tranquillity was restored, Obookiah was placed urder the 
care of his uncle, who had charge of one of their temples in the 
character of a priest. 

“QObookiah was designed to be educated for a priest under his 
uncle, and can now repeat very long prayers, which it was his daily 
task to say over before sunrise in the tempie of the idol.” pp. 8,9. 


Honooree is a native of Owhyhee, and arrived in Boston, as a 
sailor, .in the fall of 1815, when about 19 years of age. By the 
liberality of several gentlemen he was sent to Connecticut and 
placed under the care of the Rev. Mr. Vaill, of North Guilford, to 
receive an education. He was soon taken under the patronage of 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
When he began to study, he was ignorant of every species of learn- 
ing and religion; and in about six months commenced reading the 
Bible in a broken manner. In eleven months from the time he 
began the alphabet, he was able to write aletter. His countryman, 
Hopoo., visited him in the month of May, 1816, and was the instru- 
ment of exciting his attention to religion, and impressing his mind 
with a sense of sin. The following account of Hopoo’s visit is 
contained in a letter written by Mr. Vaiill. 


“Abcut the middle of May, Hopoo, having for a long time felt 
anxious for Honooree. came 60 miles on foot, seemingly for the sole 
purpose of converting his tgnorant friend from the error of his ways, 
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It was an interesting season. He entered upon his work immediately, 
with the zeal of an apostle. It reminded me of Andrew’s address to 
his brother Peter—“ We have found the Messias.” Although it 1s not 
twelve months since he himself was brought out of nature’s darkness, 
he displayed the knowledge and experience of an enlightened Chris- 
tian. He labored and prayed in their own tongue, and observed, that 
if his brethren had taught him in this way, he might have found 
Christ in one day, when it took him a whole week. He spent several 
days, and seemed unwilling to depart before he had witnessed a saving 
change. He was truly in earnest. He says, ‘‘Honooree, you must 
seek God until you find. You must pray God to give you a new 
heart. You must not divert your mind; you must repent now, and 
make your peace with God. You must keep good temper and be 
like Christ.” In many such words did he exhort his friend. Soon 
after he was gone, perceiving Honooree to be very thoughtful, I asked 
him how he felt. “1 feel sorry,” said he. For what? “I feel sorry 
for my sin. I come into this country all over sin. I hope I find 
God.” The impressions then made, appear to be abiding, and greatly 
encourage us that they will never be lost. 

‘“Hopoo’s motto to Christians was “Press forward.’ To sinners, 
“You must repent now.’”—He conversed with several of my youth, 
earnestiy intreating them to make their peace with God now. To 
the young gentlemen boarding in my family he had something to say. 
To a member of the College, who spent the vacation with me, he 
said, “Q how much better, go back to College with a new heart. 
Then you get the best education; the Holy Spirit teach you.” In 
praying for sinners, his language was, “Open thou their deaf ears, 
may they hear. Open their biind eyes, may they see; soften their 
hard hearts, may they feel.”’ pp. 21, 22, 


In the course of the following summer, Honooree apparently and 
hopefully found his Savior, by the exercise of genuine faith, and 
continues to give very pleasing and satisfactory evidence of hatred 
to sin, and love to Christ. 

‘T'amoree is a native of Atooi, an island of the Sandwich group, 
at some distance from Owhyhee. His father, from whom he has 
been recently named, is king of Atooi and another island, He is 
said, by captains who have visited these islands, to be a man of 
sense, and of a much better chavacter than his brother Tamaha- 
maah, who holds the other nine islands of the group in subjection. 
Most of the kings of savage nations are either usurpers, or elevated 
by their personal qualifications. The Sandwich islanders have 
nothing like a monarchy, with a definite law of succession. If the 
son of a king is on the spot, and has the talent of ingratiating him- 
self with the courtiers and soldiers, (for they have standing armies 
at the Sandwich islands.) he will be pretty likely to succeed his 
father. But it is hardly correct, we imagine, to speak of young 
‘l'amoree as “heir apparent,”’ in the sense which we attach to that 
phrase. Should he return to his native island, with a good educa- 
tion, and while his father is yet living, it is probable that his birth 
will give him influence, and afford him many facilities of doing 
good. ‘This young man was brought to Boston, when a child of 
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six years old, by a sea-captain, with whom he lived for some time, 
He was then gratuitously instructed in reading and writing by a 
schoolmaster, in whose family he lived. Afterwards he passed 
through several hands, and at length entered into the service of 
the United States, as a sailor, on board one of our ships of war, 
He was in the engagement between the Enterprise and Boxer, 
when he was wounded; and, subsequently, he was in the engage. 
ment with the Algerines. Soon after his return from the Mediter- 
ranean, he was found in the navy yard at Charlestown, and, on 
application to the proper authorities, was released, for the pur- 
pose of receiving an education. He is now at the Foreign Mission 
School; and is a youth of pleasing manners and good talents. 

Another youth has been recently sent thither, who arrived in 
Boston from Owhyhee, about three months ago. He is about 16 
years old, and his name is Kamora, with a long accent on the 
second syllable. He is quick to apprehend, though he is yet quite 
ignorant of the English language. 

At the last meeting of the Board of Foreign Missions it was 
resolved to establish a school fur the education of heathen youth, 
as our readers have seen; and seven gentlemen were appointed 
agents to carry into effect the designs of the Board in this res- 
pect. We publish the following extracts from the Minutes of 
ihe Agency, as found in the pamphlet before us. 


“‘Ata meeting of the Agency, October 29th, 1816, at the house of 
the Rev. Dr. Dwight, in New-Haven, (Con.} 

«“¢The following ConstiTrutTion of a school for the education of 
heathen youth was adopted, viz. 

“¢1, This schoo! shall be styled the Forreranw Misston Scuoot, 

“62. The object of the school shall be the education of heathen youth 
in such a manner, as that with future professional studies, they may 
be qualified to become missionaries, schoolmasters, interpreters, phy- 
sicians, or surgeons, among heathen nations, and to communicate 
such information in agriculture and the arts, as shall tend to promote 
Christianity and civilization. 

“+3. Other youth of acknowledged piety may be admitted to this 
school at their own expense, and at the discretion of the Agents, so 
far as shall be consistent with the aforementioned object. 

«+4, The school shall be under the immediate direction of a Priy- 
CIPAL, In whom shali be vested the exccutive authority, and who shall 
superintend the studies of the pupils. He shall hold his office during 
the pleasure of the Agents, and shall have a fixed yearly salary. 

“¢5, The Principat shall be furnished with such “ssistants, at 
the Agents from time to time shall judge necessary. 

«6. Qne of the Assistants shall superintend the agricultural in- 
terests of the school, and board the students. 

«<7, The school may be furnished with such buildings, as shall 
be necessary; and such lands as the interests of the school require. 

“+g, The students shall be instructed in spelling, reacing and 
writing the English language; in English grammar, arithmetic, ge0- 
graphy, and such other branches of knowledge as shal! be deemed 
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useful, at the discretion of the Principat, subject to the control of 
the Agents. | 

«+9, Exercises shall be instituted by the Parncrpat, for the pur- 
pose of preserving to the ‘students the knowledge of their res- 
pective languages. 

«¢1Q. Morning and evening prayers shall be attended daily in the 
school, accompanied with the reading of the Scriptures, and the sing- 
ing of psalms or hymns. 

“¢il, At the stated season of morning and evening prayers on the 
Sabbath, the Principat shall take occasion to instruct the students in 
the leading truths of the Christian religion, and at such other times 
as the Agents shall judge expedient; and he shall see that the stu- 
dents regularly attend public worship on the Sabbath. 

«+12. There shall be two vacations of the school each year, one of 
three weeks, commencing on the first Wednesday of May, the other 
of six weeks, commencing on the first Wednesday of September. 

“+13, The Agents shall visit and examine the school annually, on the 
Tuesday before the first Wednesday of May, and by their committee 
as much oftener as they shall judge expedient. 

“614. Such ruies and regulations, for the government and disci- 
pline of the school, shall be adopted, as the Agents from time to 
time shall deem necessary. 

“¢The committee who were appointed at the last meeting to make 
inquiry respecting a suitable place for the location of the school, 
made their report— Whereupfion 

«Voted, That the Foreign Mission School, now in contemplation, be 
located ingCornwail; provided the terms be found as favorable as they 
appeared to the committee.” pp. 40—42. 


The Agents have appointed the Rev. Mr. Harvey to be Princi- 
pal of the Foreign Mission School, and the Prudential Committee 
of the Board have appropriated three thousand dollars to carry 
into effect the purchase of lands and buildings in Cornwail, for 
the accommodation of the new institution. The youths above men- 
tioned are now under the care of the Rev. Mr.Pettengill, of Litchfield 
South Farms. It is hoped the school will be regularly organized, 
at Cornwall, early in the spring. 


XCIV. The History of the Puritans, or Protestant Non-conformists. from the 
Rejormation to the death of Queen Elisabeth: with an account of their 
j-tincifiles; their attempts fora further reformation in the church; their 
sufferings; and the lives and characters of their most considerable divivnes. 
In five volumes. By Daniet NEAL, M.A. A new edition, revised, cor- 
rected, and enlarged, by Josuua Toutmin, D.D. To which are pri fixed 
some memoirs Of the life and writings of the author. Republished vy C. 
Ewer, Portsmouth, N. H. and Wm. B. Allen & Co. Newburyport. Vol. I. 
pp. 572. 8vo. Price $2a vol. in boards. 1816. 


Tuts work has long been considered as a standard authority, 

and its merits have been sufliciently known and acknowledged in 

the literary and religious world. We are glad that it is now re- 

published in this country, and hope it will be extensively read. 

A copy should be found in every village Jibrary, and in the pos- 
Vou. XIE. 1! 
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session of every clergyman No single work gives so complete a 
view of the real points of difference between the conscientious 
Puritans and the strenuous supporters of the English Charch, as 
the history of Mr. Neal. It states the various propositions and 
opinions, concerning which the differences originated; it describes 
the practices and ceremonies to which the Puritans could not con- 
form; and it shows, by an immense number of facts and examples, 
the odious nature of ecclesiastical oppression, the danger of elevat- 
ing worldly, ambitious men to high stations in the church, and the 
folly and wickedness of attempting to enforce uniformity of wor- 
ship, and of religious doctrine, by confiscations, imprisonments, 
and death. It illustrates the character of the first settlers of New 
England, and should be, on that account, precious to their de- 
scendants. We would never encourage the ridiculous passion of 
family pride, or the disposition to rely on the merits of ancestors; 
but it may truly be said, and there is a propriety in saying it often, 
that no people except the Jews ever had so much reason to vene- 
rate the memory of the founders of their nation as the people of 
the United States. ‘This could easily be shown at length did our 
leisure and our Jimits permit. 

The first volume brings down the history to the death of 
Elisabeth. The subsequent volumes will be more interesting to all 
classes of readers than the first, as they relate to characters more 
generally Known by history or tradition. 

The editorial labors of Dr. 'Toulmin are valuable for the pur- 
pose of illustrating, confirming, and, in some instances, correcting 
his authors but in a question of doctrine, or duty, we should cer- 
tainly place Mr. Neal a good many degrees above his editor. 

As the succeeding volumes appear, we shall endeavor to find 
room for a short account of their contents, and a few extracts. cal- 
culated to introduce the work to common readers. In the mean 
time, we wish the publishers a speedy sale of their edition. 
(which is printed in a neat manner.) and the public all that im- 
provement which ought to be derived from the contemplation of 
virtuous men suffering persecution with constancy, resignation. 
and triumphant faith. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. e 


RIGHTEENTH ANNUAL NARRATIVE OF MISSIONARY LABORS, PERFORM: 


ED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY OF CONNECTICUT. 


We have been requested by a vote of the Trustees of the Connecticut Missionary Society 
to publish the following narrative. With this request we readily comply, though we 
are under the necessity of dividing the article. 


Tue season is come round, when the good people of Connecticut will 
expect to be informed how the fruits of their liberality have been ex- 
pendec, and some of the effects which have grown out of what has been 
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siven for the furtherance of the Gospel. The Trustees of the Mis- 

sionary Society cheerfully comply with this call of duty. An exhibi- 

tion of the facts contained in the following Narrative, it is hoped, will 

gratify the wishes, and gladden the hearts of Zion’s friends, in general; 

and especially of those who have generously contributed of their 
roperty to aid and support the missionary cause. 

The number of Missionaries, whose travels and labors are brought 
to view in the following pages, is as great as that of former periods; 
and the territory over which they have travelled is more extensive 
than that of any preceding season. It stretches from Vermont to the 
Illinois and Missouri ‘Territories, comprising the new settlements in 
most or all the intervening States. New fields of missions have been 
established; and places have been visited by Missionaries, the year 
past, where none had been before. . | 

The Rev. Justin Parsons entered on a missionary tour, in Vermont, 
some time in the month of May, 1815; and continued in the service, 
in the course of that year, about 30 weeks. His labors were princi- 
pally in the counties of Windsor and the adjacent counties. He 
speaks of the low state of religion, in many places, as well as the 
violent opposition to the great and distinguishing doctrines of the 
Gospel. He found, notwithstanding, in many of the settlements that he 
visited, a degree of solemnity and attention; and in some a very great 
awakening, and an earnest inquiry for the way of salvation. Indeed, 
in every place, a few, at least, were discovered, who sighed for the 
prosperity of Zion, and longed for the building up of Jerusalem. He 
says in his journal, “On the whole, I am clearly of the opinion that 
the cause of truth is generally prevailing among the towns I have 
visited; and I am much more generally well received than I was 
two yearsago. And there is still great need of missionary labor.”’ 

The state of New-York affords, in its great number of new settle- 
ments, a very ample field for the labors of missionaries. A number 
have been employed there. No less than seven have been laboring 
in that state, and in the adjoining parts of Pennsylvania, in the course 
of the past year, and the latter part of 1815. 

Mr. David M. Smith set out on a mission, October 13, 1815, and 
continued in the service about 18 weeks. The principal field of his 
labors was in the Holland Purchase, in the western part of the state. 
Sut, in travelling to and from that field he, necessarily, passed through 
many vacant settlements, and had opportunity to dispense the word to 
many who were hungering for the bread of life. In several places in 
his route, he found a serious concern for the salvation of the soul, 
ang a solemn and earnest inquiry among sinners after the one thing 
needful. In the town of Bioomfield, in particular, a special work of 
grace was then going on; and so great was its power, that nearly two 
hundred had, hopefuily, been brought from the darkness of spiritual 
death, and joined themselves to the Lord. He proceeded west through 
the tract of country, called the Holland Purchase, as far as Buffaloe, 
spent some time at Lewiston, and then turned his course and retraced 
his steps, visiting, again, the places where he labored when goin 
put. He was treated with becoming attention,—found the people, 
generally, disposed to hcar the word, and much pleased that mission- 
atics are sent to preach the Gospel among them. 

The Rev. Oliver Hill commenced his mission the 15th of October, 
1315, and closed the 24th of March following. He labored principally 
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in the counties of Susquehannah, Bradford, Luzerne, and Wayne, in 
Pennsyivania; and the county of Broome, in the state of New York, 
During bis mission, which included 18 weeks, he travelled 534 miles; 
preached 80 times; attended 6 religious conferences; administered 
the Lord’s Supper 4 times; admitted 3 persons into particular 
churches, and baptised one of them; attended 2 funerals; visited 8 
schools; attended one Association, and one Installation; assisted in 
the formation of one church; and visited a great number of families, 
preaching from house to house as the Lord gave him opportunity. 
He observes in his journal, ‘Where I have travelled, I have met 
with hospitable treatment and kind reception. The good people ex- 
press their gratitude to the Missionary Society of Connecticut, for 
their chaitable aid, and their desire for the continuance of those 
favors.” 

The Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury has the charge of a church in Har. 
ford, county of Susquehannah, in the state of Pennsylvania. He has 
for several years performed faithful and laborious services, as a Mis- 
sionary, such a portion of the time as he was not engaged by stipula- 
tion with his people to continue in their service. He commenced a 
missionary tour in March, 1815. During the remainder of the year, 
he lab red in the destitute settlements, visiting private families and 
scliou/s, attending conferences, and dispensing the word of hfe. From 
the month of March, 1815, to the end of the year, he performed <6 
weeks of missionary service. During the half year that he labored 
in the service of the Society, in 1815, it appears from his journal, that 
he was faithful to his divine Master, and discharged his trust as a 
workman that needeth not be ashamed. He rode 1145 miles; preached 
109 sermons; attended 10 religious conferences; visited 272 families; 
administered the Lord’s Supper 3times. and performed in general the 
work of an Evangelist. The scene of Mr. Kingsbury’ s labors was 
the counties of Luzerne and Susquehannah, in Pennsylvania; and 
those parts of the state of New-York bordering on that tract. 

Mr. Kingsbury found the people, in the field of his labors, generally 
disposed to attend meetings, and engaged to hear the word preached. 
He wad repeated and pressing invitations to visit desiiiute settle. 
ments, with which it was not in his power to comply. 

W hile in some places sectarians prevai!, yet he found, even in those 
places, a few professors “sighing for the sincere milk of the word.” 
He observes, “The prospect in this region brightens in some res- 
pects.” And he adds, “it is very evident that the labors of Missiona- 
ries have been blessed in these destitute settlements. A number of 
places appear to be engaged to do something to provide themselves 
with the administration of divine truth.” 

By a communication trom Mr. Kingsbury, dated the $lst of Octo- 
ber, i816, it appears that he is performing another missionary tour 
ofsix months. Butas no particular journal of his labors has come to 
hand, we are not able to siate what places he has visited, nor how 
much service he has performed Thus much, however, he observes— 


“Since I have rede as a missionary 1 have not had such pressing invi- 


tations to visit particular settlements aS this season. In some places 
rave been some revivals of religion, but 10 general awakenings. 

Spere is, however, an increasing attention to the word preached. 
Phe meetings have been more full and solemn than usual.’ 
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The latter part of the year 1815, the Rev, William Williams enter- 
ed into the missionary service, and labored, with some intermissions, 
for about six months. His field of labor was the counties of Ment- 
gomery, Herkimer, and Saratoga, in the state of New York, lying on, 
and to the northward of Mohawk river. As he travelled, he visited 
families and schoois, and preached from day to day as he could find 
opportunity. ital - os 

It appears from his journal, that Mr, Williams, when he visited the 
same tract of country formerly, had the gloomy apprehension that his 
labors were useless and vain But in his late tour he has found oc- 
casion to alter his opinion. It seems that to some, at least, the Lord 
has blessed the word for their conviction, and hopeful conversion. 
He speaks of one or two towns, in particular, where there has been 
an increasing attention to religion through the summer. The work 
of the Lord has been visible and powerful in Mayfield, and 26 have 
been added to the church. In Salisbury the Lord has appeared in his 
strength, and brought 30 to confess his name, and join themselves to 
the numbe: of his professed fricnds. In a number of other settle- 
menis he found the Lord had a few names who would gladly hear the 
woid, and were edified and comforted by divine truth. 

W hile these things were refreshing, and served to animate and en- 
courage him. yet “One thing,” he says, “has greatly tended to mar 
my spiritual comfort. The dreadful destitute state of this region, 
and the thousands that are perishing for lack of vision.” 

Mr. Wiiliams travelled about 1100 miles; preached 184 sermons; 
attended on 7 sacramental occasions; baptised 20 children and one 
adult; visited i2 schools, and 216 families. 

Uhe Rev. Samuel Swezey set out on a mission to the Holland 
Purchase, April 23, 18:6. He prosecuted his journey with as much 
specd as was convenient, and arrived at Batavia, the first town in the 
Purchasc, on the public road to Buffaloe, on the 30th—There he 
appointed a lecture, and preached on the evening of his arrival. 

Batavia is a flourishing village, and, in the town, there is a small 
congregaiional church, though but one professor in the village. A 
goodly number, however,are very friendly to missionaries, and disposed 
to treat them with hospitality and respect. From Batavia Mr. Swe- 
zey wenton through the scattered settlements, attending meetings, 
and preaching from day to day, as the Lord was please® to open the 
door, and give him opportunity. He visited as muny of the settle- 
ments in that extensive field as his time and strength would permit. 
Though he found the peopie struggling under all the inconveniences 
of settling in a new and uncultivated country; and the still greater 
Calamities that have grown out of a late distressing and ruinous war; 
yet they were disposed to leave their business in the most busy sea- 
son of the year, to attend meetings, and hear the word of life. 

In his tour of 16 weeks, Mr. Swezey rode 923 miles; preached 95 
times; visited 209 different families; administered the sacrament of 
the Supper 6 times; baptised 15 children, and performed other labors 
that Providence cast in his way. 

The tract of country where Mr. Swezey labored is a very import- 
ant field of missions, and opens-an extensive scene for missionary ex- 
ertion.. The country is rapidly populating; but in such a new and 
uncultivated state; and the people are struggling under so many 
embarrassments; that, at present, they are not able to support the 
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Gospel. It is true, therefore, that, unless supplied by missionaries, 
the many settlements which are already formed, and the large num- 
ber of small churches that have begun to exist, must remain destitute 
of a preached Gospel, and the ordinances of God’s house. All the 
well disposed in that region are highly gratified that they are thus 
favored, and express an earnest and anxious desire that the favor 
may be continued. 

In the same field the Rev. John Spencer has been laboring, one 
whole year, since the publication of the Narrative for the year ending 
December, 1815. It appears from the journal of his travels and ser- 
vices, that he had more calls for missionary labors than he could pos- 
sibly answer; that,as the country is rapidly settling, and the desire to 
hear the word increasing, so there are the most pressing calls for 
the number of missionaries to be increased in that important field. 
Much, however, has been done, not only by Mr. Swezey, but also by 
Mr. Spencer. The latter, in fulfilling his engagement, commencing 
in the month of October,1$'5,travelled 2025 miles; preached 298 times; 
formed 2 churches; admittedi5 to the communion of differeit churches; 
administered the sacrament of theSupper 19 times; baptised $4 persons; 
attended 25 prayer mectings; 9 church meetings, and }1 conferences. 
Multitudes, of course, in that extensive, new, and destitute regjon, 
must have heard the word, who, aside from the missionary institution, 
would have remained without the word of the blessed Gospel]. Many, 
probably, have been edified and comforted—many instructed; and, as 
there is reason to hope, some convinced, converted, and made to bow 
to the Prince of peace. 

The Rev. William Wisner performed a short missionary tour in 
the course of the last year. His services were confined to the county 
of Tioga, state of New-York. By a communication from him, of 
March 26, 18:6, we learn that the delicacy of his heaith rendered it 
necessary fur him to retire irom the missionary field. Six weeks 
only were spent by him in the service in 1816. During that period, 
he visited 5 settlements; rode 25% miles; preached 29 times; attend- 
ed 4 conferences; examined and received into the church 5 members; 
administered the Lord’s Supper once; Laptised 2 adults and 7 chil- 
dren; and visited families, as his strength and circumstances would 
admit. - 

A greater proportion of his labors was bestowed on those few set- 
tlements on account of the state of religion in those parts. In Spencer, 
Condor, and several of the towns in that vicinity. there was. at that 
time, a special attention to the concerns of the soul. He speaks of 
the great need of missionary labors, and says, “In many places the 
languege of the people is, Come over—and help us.” 

The Rev. Nathen B. Derrow has been in the service of the Society, 
in New Connecticut, a great part of the time for seven years. He 
closed his labors there, and took jeave of that field in the menth cf 
June, 18:6, having accepted of an appointment te Indiana and the 
Illinois territory. He observes, “I am happy to state, that, on leaving 
the Reserve, I leave a countiy in which the prospects of religion are 
assuming a most cheering aspect. The hearts of God's people arc 
encouraged. Many hands are raisec in supplication to God. The 
churches are increasing their strength, gaining in numbcrs, and, 


I hope, in grace. Never have I seen Christians so tremblingly alive 
‘9 the concerns of Christ’s Ring dc mas at the prescenit.’’ 
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During his time of labor in New Connecticut, Mr. Derrow travelled 
11,858 miles; preached 786 times; baptised 123 persons; administered 
the Sacrament of the Supper 30 times; and planted 7 churches; be- 
sides attending conferences, visiting families, and other occasional 
services. When taking. leave of the station where he had so long 
been employed, for the more distant regtons to the west, Mr. Derrow 
observes, “I desire, on leaving this field of labor, renewediy to dedi- 
cate myself to the service of Christ, and to be an humble instrument 
in his hands, in this day of wondrous grace, of building up his glorious 
cause.” ’ 

In New-Connecticut and other parts of the state of Ohio, the fol- 
lowing persons have performed missionary labor, within the period 
embraced in this Narrative, viz. The Rev. Messrs John Seward, Sim- 
eon Woodruff, Timothy Harris, William Hanford, Giles H. Cowles, 
Joshua Beer, Jonathan Leslie, Abraham Scott, Thomas Barr, Luther 
Humphrey, Matthew Taylor, and Wiiliam R. Gould. These gentle- 
men, from time to time, have been appointed to that station, with a 
commission to perform missionary services such a part of the time 
as they should not be supported by the people of some particular 
settlement. This has been found to be a very salutary and beneficial 
measure. Under the smiles of our merciful Redeemer, who has said, 
Lo, Lam with you alway, even to the end of the world through the 
instrumentality of missionaries,a sense of divine things has been kept 
alive in the wilderness; the state of society meliorated; divine institu- 
tions honored; and churches formed and established, where, but a 
short time since, was only a haunt for beasts of prey, and savage men. 
‘The gentlemen above named have, one after another, become con- 
nected with particular churches, as pastors, which have contracted to 
support them a part of the time, and, at their hands, enjoy the stated 
administration of Gospel ordinances. Such a part of the time as they 
are not engaged with the people of their charge, they officiate as 
missionaries in the service of the society. Particular accounts have 
been received from them, with a journal of their jabors and services in 
1816. They have travelled, preached, and performed ministerial sere 
vices, through that extensive field, not only on the Reserve, but in 
other parts of the state of Ohio, as well as performed occasional ser- 
vices in the contiguous parts of Virginia and Pennsylvania. 

That the Lord has owned and blessed the Jabors of missionaries, 
in that section of our country, does not admit of a doubt. The rapid 
population of that fertile region has furnished materials for societies, 
and churches, within a few years past, almost beyond a parallel. Had 
the great number of inhabitants, that were scattered over that tract of 
wilderness, been left without any instruction of a religious nature, 
but what they could have provided for themselves, their moral state 
must, in all probability, have been wretched indeed. Seciuded en- 
tirely from any aid by ministers in the older settlements, and unable 
to supply themselves with a preached Gospel, they were in a fair way 
to lose the Sabbath, and with it the importance of religion and a sense 
of divine things. But, at an early period, they were visited by mis- 
slonaries, and, as they increased in numbers, the Lord prepared the 
way for churches to be established, ministers settled, and divine ordi- 
nances statedly administered; so that the wilderness has become a 
Sruitful field. In the course of the last year, the Lord has poured 
out his Spirit on the people, in many places, in that region, and caused 
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extensive revivals of religion. The hearts of the children of God, 


who have been sighing and praying for such an event, have been 
refreshed; and a goodly number have been brought, hopefully, from 
the darkness of spiritual death, to rejoice in the God of salvation, 
They are crying for more teachers because the harvest truly is great 
and the iaborers few. lLvery communication, almost, from those on 
the ground, urges that more missionaries be sent to that field. 

But our Jaborers must be proportioned, in some measure to the 
means of support; and benevolence dictates a distribution of those we 
empioy among the destitute. The Trustees have not been unmindful 


of other destitute parts of our country. 
(To be continued. ) 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Jan. 22,1817. A contribution in the parish of the Rev. S. W.Colbourn, in 


Abington, on the first Sabbath in Jan. 1817, ~ e * $25 §2 
24. A contribution in the congregational society in Williamstown, (Ver.) by 

the Rev. C. Wright, of Montpelier, - : ° ° 19 09 
27. From J. L. of C. 5 00 
29. From the Eemale Cent Society in " Bath, (N. H) by the Rev. David 

Sutherland, tor the translations, - ° 10 00 
From Mary Gould, of Concord, Grafton county, (N. H.) for the 

trauslations, - s 2 00——12 00 
$0. From a poor clergyman, im nie state of Ohio, by the Rev. W. Hanford, 2 60 
To make even change, - . ‘ 60——_—§ 20 


Feb. 3. From various persons by Timothy Dwight, Esq. an agent of the 
Buard; viz. 


From two little children, - - 1 09 

From the b.adies’Cent Society in Meriden, by Mrs. Ripley, the President, 43 00 

From Mliss C. Smith, of Derby, - - 1 00 

From \Virs. L. Stone, in de. - - - 1 00 

From Dea. Sevit, (Middlebury, ) . - . 75———46 7, 

Appropriated in a contr ibution at Belchertown, and remitted by Eliakim 
Phelps, Esq. - : - - . . 1 00 

5. From a friend of missions in Jerico, ( Ver.) - - - 5 00 

Dropped into the box, . : ° . - 22 

6. From an aged lady, by the Rev. Dr. Morse, . - : 1 00 

$4“ a female friend of missions in W ilmington, ( Mass.) - 3 U% 
. From the following sources by Mr. John Nichols, an agent of the Board; viz. 

F: om the Foreign Mission Association in Hancock, (N.H.) - 7 50 

Do do. in Hillsbor ough, - - - - 11 42 

Do. do. in Henniker, - - . - 13 75 

Do. do. in Canterbury, - - - - 6 50 

Do. do. in Concord, - - - - 6 25 

From the Female Reading Society in Hillsborough, - - 2 16 

Do. in Amherst, . © ‘ ° 718 

Avails of a contribution in Canterbury, - - 15 09 

Do. in Concord, - : : - - 28 50 

Do. in Amherst, - - - - 26 00 

Do. in Francestow n, ° ° ° - 29 83 

From friends to missions in Haneock, — - - - 1 95 

From a lady in Hopkinton, . - - 1 00 

From several persons in Hillsboro’, - - : 2 90 

Several persons in Henniker, - ° : 4 53 

A female in Dunbarton, ° . ‘ . 1 00 

Mrs. M. Chandler, of Bedford, - : - 3 09 

Miss Mary Orr, of do. - « . ° 1 00 

Dea. R. Patterson, of New Boston, - - - 1 00 

Frem four other persons, — - 2 15——170 7: 


From the Auxiliary Foreign Mission Society of Tolland County, by Mr. Henry 
Hudson, an agent, &e. remitted by Jonathan Barnes, Esq. Treasurer, “- 154 56 


_——— 


Carried forward $425 19 
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Brought forward, %425 19 
From a Female Association in Hadley, (Mass.) for the translations, by yo 
- - 5 83 


2ey, Dr. Lyman, * » ‘ 
From an unknown friend in Hatfield, ( Mass.) - ‘ 1 00-———4 89 
From the following persons, by the Rev. 1. W. Putnam; viz, 
From a female friend of missions, . - . & 50 
From a little girl,* - ° ‘ . 1 00 | 
From a friend of missions, - - . p 2 OW 7 50 


From the Female Mission Cent Society in Gloucester, by the Rev. Levi 
Hartshorn; viz 








For missions abroad, - ° ° ‘ 15 50 
Do. do. on our own continent, - ae e 15 38 -30 88 
From the Society for Morals and Missions in Westminster, (Ver.) remitted 
by the Rev. Dr. Davis, - " ‘ rh + o7 00 
From the Foreign Mission Society of Springfield and the neighboring towns, 
by the Hon. George Bliss, Esq Treasurer, . ° ‘ 110 00 
A contribution at a quarterly meeting of three churches in Hardwick, Greens- 
boro’, and Craftsbury, (Ver.) by Aaron Farnham, Treasurer, e 9 63 
13. From the Female Cent Society in Brattleboro’, (Ver.) - . 52 U6 
From St. Johnsbury, (Ver.) a contribution afier a monthly prayer-meeting, 
by Mr. Clark, - - - e : 9 21 
{4. A contribution in the first parish of Abington, on the first Sabbath in Jan- 
uary last, - - - o - - 56 7 
‘17. From a young female, ef the Brothertown tribe of Indians, - - 50 
738 51 
THE SCHOOL FUND. . 


‘Tae subsequent donations are given to the School Fund, which receives money for the 
tollowing purposes; viz. the education of heathen children in Asia, in schools established 
by the American missionaries, or in their families; the education ot Heathen Youths at 
the Foreign Mission School, recently established in Connecticut; and the education of 
children in the Indian tribes of our own country. 


Jan. 23, 1817. From Jabez Huntington, Esq. half for the education of heathen 
children on our own continent, and half for the eduation of heathen children 


elsewhere, - - - $20 00 
From ladiesin Sharon, (Conn.) by the Hon. John ‘Treadwell, for the eduea- 
tion of heathen children in India, - . - 31 00 


From Simeon Hart, jun. of Burlington, (Con.) for orphans at Bombay, L 53——32 55 
From children of Miss Robichaux’s school in Wrentham, for the education 

of heathen children at Bombay, - - - - 213 
28. From the Female Cent Society in Wareham, by Professor Burgess, for 

a heathen child at Bombay, to be named Jonny Exxior, their first semi- 


anual payme: t, - - - - . 15 00 
29. From little girls in Bath, (N.H.) by the Rev. David Sutherland, for the | 
education of heathen children, - - - @ 3 58 
A contribution at the monthly prayer-meeting, Jan. 6, in Acworth, (N.H.) 
to be sent to the east, remitted by the Rev. Phineas Cooke, — - . 14 59 
50. From the South Parish in Dauvers, by Mr. Enoch Poor, for the purpose 
of assisting the American Missionaries, or others, in reiigicusiy educating 
heathen ehiidven and youth, under the direction of the Board; yiz, ° 
From annual subscribers, - - - - 95 85 
From the Female Association in that parish, - - 27 25 
From a female friend, - - - ° 1 00 
From a juvenile society of females, - - - 8 70 
From two children, Sa - - : 50-—+153 30 
From the Female Association in Lynn, by Miss Sally Newell, the 
Treasurer, = - - . . - 31 78 
From the Gentlemen’s Association in Lynn, by Mr. William Chadwell, 
Treasurer, - - - 16 50-+—48 2§ 








Carried forward, $269 32 


« . . . . 
_* This was presented by a little girl, who said, ‘Here's a dallar for the Missiona- 
ries. I have laid it upever since my brother died; [more than a@ year ago; } don’t tell 
who it comes from.” 
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Brought forward, $269 32 
From Mis. Rachel Hammond, Wammondsburgh, Portege County, Ohio, re- 
mitted by the Rev W. Hantord, - - - - 5 00 
Fet 8. Collected by a young |: dy in Charlesion, (S.C...) for edveatin 
heathen young men for the Gospel Mini try, paid to Mr. Jame 
Dwicht, - - - . - 18 59 
From another young lady, collected by her, - - 5) 00 
From a third, do. - - - - 100 00 
Prom the Cougregational Presbyterian Female Association, - 50 00 
Gin on remittance of the ubove donations, - - 5 46—223 %6 
5. From the Female Juvenile Association in Haverhill, by Miss Pris- 
cilla Cogswell, - - - - 6 97 
From the Female Association in Hav rhuill, first parish, by Mrs. 
Sarali Gale, : ° - - - Ze 25 
Prom Mrs. Sarah Gale, . - - - 5 00 
from the Gentlemen’s Association in waneiate by Mr. C. 
Boaquet, : : - - 28 25——/2 & 
§. From two young ladies in Charlestown, by Mrs. Morse, for e 
eating heathen children at Bombay, - - - - 5 00 
~ a = 
*. From a little girl six years o! - saved by abstaining from sugar, and 
in various other ways, b vy Mrs. T. Armstrong, - - 1 05 
From - Female Asse ciation in the second parish of Bradford, by 
Mrs. Mary Harvriden, : - - - § 00 
From the Gentlemern’s Associntion in do. by Mr. Daniel Stickney, 12 2) Of 
0. From the Female Mission Cent Society in Gloucester, by the Rev. Levi 
Hartshorn, . . . . . 1? 12 
A Christmass present from children in the Rev. Mr. Codman’s parish ia 
Dorchester, for heathen children in Asia, - . = 1 18 


° 
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13. From the following sourees, received by Uriel Hoimes, Es i Viz. 
From the Ladies’ Association in New Harttord, (Céun.) . 40 55 
Gentlemen’s in do. ‘ / pe e OT OF 


Association in P lyr mout h, . - ° 37 70 
Ladies’ do in W: 1s] ling non, - e s 3 50 
Gerth emen’ sin do. - - _ ™ 18 00 
Association in New Milford, - ; _ a 00 
Association in Norfolk, . ° ‘ - 40) 28 





Laies’ do. in Torringford, - i - - 13 UO 210 $i 
From an Association of young men in Cornish, (N.1H.) by N. White 
tlesey, Esq. - . ° ° i Ss 00 
From I. Ripk “vy, Fisq. of Cornish, by the same Association, - 5 OO ——15 00 
17, Froma lad vy, by the Rey. J. fluntingtion, - ° - 20 GU 
18. From three little girls, of Viddl v, ‘Ver.) saved by denving them. 
‘ives comraon gratifications, and earned by their labor, by Mr. Linsley, 3 00 








EXTRAGTS FROM THE FINST REPORT OF THE DINECTONS Gr THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR 
EDUCATING PioOUS YOUT&® FOR THE GUSPEL MINISTRY 


Dente the summer of 18 5 a fow individuals in Boston, becoming deeply impressed by 


> 
the necessity of greater efforts, than had been heretofore made, to increase the number 
Vith them for consultatior Lt this mecticg, which was In the last week m Julw and 
p ned ¥ th pr yer, a hore f iI CX! b Ul hh ¢ 7 ce it c\ t Lf cd Chir sulan teachers 
1 OUP native nnd clothe ithe subject with asol n interest, and impressed On every one 
present a strong conviction, that all good are eailed to unite ip immediate and vigor- 
cus efforts, to provide a remedy Lnder this bh mression it was vot)d, to be expedient, 
that | Society be for mee for thi p rpose ot aici 4 brie vent young men « . talents and 
iO} eful piety ma eeqgu iil aS <t l al raed and Con Peter edu ation for the i; 3] el ministry; 
and a Committee ol SIX clere sen and tonr lav len «SY was Q pointed, to tr: me a2 Consii- 

ition, tc be reported at a vas €¢ MmMeetl! — At ti = «} he Qq rent meet ug, Mi hich, aecn ‘“i- 
ing to adjournment, was holden at Roston, Aug. 29, 1815, and attended bv about fifty 
centlemen, the CaxsTITUTIUN was reported; and aiter deliberate diseussion, article by 
article, nz 7101 sit adopted “he Inmeeti & WAS then aciourned to OUet. 26, es wh ch 
time a sermon was delivered, and a collcction made; bnt for certain reasens it was veted. 


fa Deoethane reraniy atis £ehe Sci one} ; : 
8 ; Jo} == the Orsabreaion vs SAS me we ts i Lue ‘ ith ol Decembde .* 
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At a meeting of the Directors Apri] 10, 1816, a standing Committee of the Board wa 
appointed, to examine Cundidates, and report to the Directors; which Committee us 
required io enter ina book, in disiinet cotumns, the date of eve-y application, the name 
of the candidate, his age, , lace of ves.dence and -dacaiion, colicge standing, time of gradu- 
ation, by whom recomended, &c. The following instructions, for the information and 
observance of appiea.ts for tue assistance of this Society, were also voted, and ordered 
to be published in dicicrent newspapers. 

Every exndidate tor the charity of this Society, who wishes to be assisted in the first 
stage of «education, or in his preparation for college, living wiiain an hundred miles ot 
Bosion, shali apply in persou, ov by letters (post padi) to one of the Directors, exhibiting 
at the same tite unequivocal Lesiimaoniais irom Uiree or more serious and respectable 
persous, best acquaimted with him and his CiPCUMSL ANCES, (e. §- fils ub iSler, mstrucior, @ 
mazistrate, or some other priacipai man in the viciniiy) respecting his age, indigence, 
moral and religious character, talents, earning, and prunary object i) ask ng assistance at 
this Soci-ty; aud every suen candidate shal be examined by a Couwiitee of the Diree 
tors, at Boston, on the day previous to a quarterly meeting of the Board; and, it deemed 
a constitutional candidate, he may be placed on the foundation for support, in whole or in 
part, as the Directors shall judge expedien , and upou trial for three months; at the close 
of which period, he shall exhrbit freia his instructor or instructors evidence, satisfactory 
to this Board, that in point of genius, diligence, lierary progress, morals, aud piety, he 1s 
a proper characier to receive this sacred charity. 

Candidates in this stage, move than a hundred miles from Boston, may apply to the 
nearest of the Comin.tice of sg ucy, appointed by the Directors, in different sections of 
the country, to receive applications, and the requisite tegumcuials, and likewise to examine 
and recommend Candidates to tis Board; the names and residence of which Commit- 
tees, when appointed, to be published. 

Candidates for this charts, in tie second stage of education, (i. e. Undergraduates in 
College) ‘if within a hundred miles of Boston, shail appiy, as above required, to one of 
the Directors, producing like test:monials; and shall be examined by the aforesaid Come 
mittee of the Board, with reference to their literary and religious qualifieations; and alse 
with reference to their object in sceking a public education; im all which respeets their 
answers, as well as testimonials, must be satistaciory to this Board, in order to thei 
admission as beneficiaries. 

But, ifa Can idate in the second stage live more than a hundred miles from Boston, he 
may be exammed by the three senior Officers in the College, to which he belongs; whose 
certificate, that he possesses promising talents, a fair character, hopeful piety, and res- 
peciable scholarship, shall supersede an examination by this Board; and, in connexion 
with the first named testimonials, relative to his indigenec, shall operate, according to its 
weight, in his favor. 


Candidates for this assistance, who have been graduated at any College, or commenced 
the third stage of preparatory education, if they live within a hundred miles of Boston, 
Shall apply to one of the Direetors, in the same manner, as required of Undergraduates, 
producing like testimonials; and shall be examined, as above, relative to their qualifica- 
tions, and object in pursuing theological studies; which examination and testimonials must 
be satisfactory to this Board. But, if a Candidate in his third stage live more than a hun. 
dred miles from Boston, a certificate, as above, from three College Officers, or frem the 
Bishop, the Bpiscopal Standing Committee, the Presbytery, or the Association, in whose 
vicinity he lives, testifying bis literary and other requisite qualifications, shall take the 
place of an examination by the Directors; and, in connexion with the requisite testimo- 
nials of indigetce, shall receive due consideration. 

In the location of Beneficiaries, in each stage of education, due regard will be had to 
their feelings and to those of their friends, to local convenience, expense, and assistance, 

The Directors shall hold stated quarterly meetings on the second Wednesdays of Jan- 
uary, April, July, and October, at 10 o’elock, A. M. 

Voted,——Vhat the three Senior Officers of the several Colleges in New-England be 
authorized and requested to examine, in behalf of the American Society, &e. Candidates 
for the assistance of said Society, agreeably to the Coustitution, and regulations of the 
Directors.* 

At a special meeting May 38, 1816, a Committee of nine gentlemen was appointed, te 
apply to the Legislature of this Commonwealth for an Act of Incorporation.> 


* / . * ope ° 
__* Applicants for the patronage of ihis Society are requested to call on the Rev. Asa 
EATON, Clerk of the Directors, Noston, who will give them information respecting the 
particular place, where they may meet the esamining Committee of the Board. 

“ i 


j An act of incorporation was chtatned in Deg, 1816. 
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Previously to Oct. 9, 1816, a hundred 
and forty-six members had paid their annual 
subscription, amounting to $898 00 
To which are to be added 12 life 

subscribers, of whom 
Nine subseribed $§100 each, a- 


mounting to 900 00 
One 200 00 
One 500 00 
One 1900 00 


———-$ 2400 00 


Donations by PudblicCoentributionin 











Parksireet church 177 56 
Ipswich, N.H. 74 50 
Hopkinton 1¥ 20 
Goshen 15 60 
Ashby 20 50 
Hanover 19 50 
326 66 
By Auxiliary Societies, viz.* 
Young Men’s Auxiliary So- 
cicty in Newburyport 31 00 
Norfoik Auxiliary Society 355 OU 
386 00 
Female Auxiliary Society in 
Groton 22 12 
Cent Society in Northfield 27 30 
Female Reading Society in 
W oburn 15 00 
Second Education Cent So- 
ciety in Newburyport 54.53 
Second Female Society for 
Prayer in Ipswich, N.H. 3 50 
Female Cent Society in 
Hopkinton 16 77 
Female Aux. Educ. & Miss. 
Soe. Newburyport 102 00 
Female Charitable Society 
in Worthington 54 00 
Female Chavitable Society 
in Westford 30 00 
285 22 


By a Gentleman in Salem 50 00 
By four Gentlemen in Bos- 

ton, $50 each 200 00 
By one do. 25 OO 
By four do. each $20 80 00 
By several Gentlemen, not 





Carried forward, $355 00 


* The Female Auviliary Education So- 
ciety of Salem und Vicinity was organized 
in Dee. 1815. Though coeval with the 
parent Society, its first annual suoscrip- 
tion, amounting to $181:60, is not em- 
draced in this statement, as it was not re- 
mitted to the treasury until after the date 
of the Director’s Report. 





Brought forward, $355 00 
exceeding $10 each 127 UU 
By individuals unknown, 
male and female 155 50 
657 5¢ 
By a Lady in Newburyport 100 00 
" Do. ,oston 50 00 
Do. Wilmington 5 00 
Do. Canaan, Con. 60 00 
By several young Ladies in 
Canaan, Conn. 12 00 
By several Ladies in Ded- 
ham 12 26 
By a young Lady in Boston 50 00 
Ly two Ladies in Newbu- 
ryport 45 00 
By a Lady in Boston 40 00 
By a youngLady inNewbury 10 00 
BythreeLadies in Worcester50 00 
By a Lady in Medfield 1 00 
By a poor Widow inHolliston 1 00 
436 26 





Relying on these sums,* at different times 
received, the Directors have placed on the 
funds of the Society several indigent young 
men, to whom have been granted the toj- 
lowing sums, Viz. 

To 20 Students in the 2d 


stage of education 1,160 00 


1 do. 3d stage, do. 100 00 
19 do. Ist stage, do. 625 00 





40 Studentst S885 09 
* Between Oct.9 and Oct. 25, the fal- 
lowing sums were received into the treast- 
ry: Viz. 
From a young lady by Dr. Daniel 
Dana, being proceeds of a gold 
nechluce 4 5u 
Female .1u2°.Ed.Soc. of Salem and 
Vicinity, by Rev. BrownEmerson 181 69 
Femaie ux. Ed. Soc. of Rowley, 
by Lois Cogswell, the Treasurer 20 87 
Collection at Old South ufier in- 


niversary Serman = 215 36 
From a Friend by Rev. DF, Wor- 

cester 50 OU 
Contribution in Rev. Mr. Chicker- 


ing’s Sucietu, Woburn 14 17 
From a Friend by Rev. sa Eaton 2 QO 
#rem young misses at school saved 

out of their pin-money, by Dr. 


Pearson : 290 
Collected ly Rev. John Keep 445 12 
Female Aux. Subscription Soc. in 

Groton, by Rev. D. Chaplin 12 52 

$948 25 

+ Ti 


t the present nuntber on the funds is 53, 


To the preceding account it seems proper to add a brief statement of the success of the 


Rev. John Keep, who has been employed eight wecks of the last summer, as an A 


to solicit subseriptions, Xe. 


ren 
j st nt, 


-¢. in Berkshire, Hampshire and Hampden; during which time 
he visited more than half the towns in those counties. 


“Good people,” he says, “‘when 


the 1a 2c > » Fens > onl » 
he object bas been explained to them, have gencrally felt prepared to ect; and, net- 


withstanding the extreme searcity of money in that region, h 
ous, and private Gon.téons the sans following, viz 


he coilected by public eontri- 
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i . 
In Pittsfield, first Parish 22 42 Brought forward, $517 43 
secoud Parish 92 00 West Stockbridge 97 26 
Plainfield 30 48 Becket 5 OU 
Chestertield 25 60 Sandisfield 30 OD 
Longmeadow 40 00 Springfield 81 90 
Lee 53 002 61 9 By Donation in Brimfield 100 00 
and a string of beads=8$ 00 Do. Lanesborough 9 GU 
Barrington 35 36 ¢ $6 61 Do. Dalton 2 F\ 
and gold earrings = 1 2345 773 34 
Stockbridge 103 50 To which may be added $204, Sai 
sheffield 65 2 lected by the Aux. Soc. in Wil- ©204 v@ 
‘Tyringham - 172 an a7 liams College, Cown,and Vicinity 5 





and a string of beads=7 00 § 
—— Muking $977 34 
Carried forward, {$517 known to be contributed in that region. 


Mr. Keep adds, “Berkshire county, if the auxiliary Societies maintain the zeal, with * 


which they have commenced, will raise anaually $1200, and it is hoped move.” 

In the county of Norfolk bas been formed and organized a Society by the name of the 
‘Norfolk Auxiliary Societv” &c. of which the Hon. Edward 4. Robbins is President. 
This Society has already collected and paid intu the treasury of the Parent Society 3355, 
and it is expected this sum wiil be doubled in a short time. County Socicties, auxiiary 
to the Pare nt Bociety, it is expected, will soon be established in Essex and Middlesex.* 

From the communications ‘made by Mr. Kingsbury, our Agent of Inquiry tor a few 
weeks in the middle States, it is evident, that the literary, moral, and religious eondi- 
tion of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia is more deplorable, than has been as yet 
imagined; and that the want of good schoclmasters and mistresses is 9s great as that of 
ministers aud missionaries.7 From these important communications both the necessity 
and uullity of thoroughly exploring every part of our country in a Uterary and relizious 
view are confirmed. For, it is taken for granted, that nothing is necessary a excite the 
attention and action of the Christian public, but a conviction, founded on well authenti- 

— facets, oF the real condition ot almost every section in this vastly extended country, 

which for fifty years past the population had so far outstripped ail means of instruction, 
rary and mes’ ec 

‘- this connexion your Committee fecl themselves compelled to give it, as their sober 
und decided o;inion, that, as no species of knowledge is so necessary aad interesting to 
the American Philosopher, Statesman, Patriot, and Christian, as a kuowledge of the real 
condition of the inhabitants of this country with reference to the means of mental and 
moral culuuve; so a few thousand dollars could in no other way be so usefully expended, 
as in supporting a competent number of qualified Agents in collecting materials, neces- 
sary ty form statistical tables, exhibiting a just view of the literary and moral staie of our 
country; aview, which could not fail to affeet every heart, that is not made of adamant, 
and to open every hand that is not clenched by avarice, the most baleful, Till such a 
view is exhibited, it is doubted, whether it be possible to procure an adequate remedy 
for an evil, at once so radical and universal, aud yet solatent. “The disease must be be- 
lieved to exist, before a physician, or a cure will be sought. But to return trom this 
iligression, if it be one 

"Though so much has not been effeeted by this infant Soe’ ety, as pious benevolence 

might wish, or as sanguine zeal might expect; yet, when it is recollected, that eleven 
reonths have not, elapsed, since its organization; and that, in addition to the permanent 
fund, more than $4 An0 have been colle ected for immediate use; by which 40 young men 
et hopeful piety, belonging to different States between Nova Scotia and the “Mississippi i 
Territory, have already been assisted, and are now, in different stages and seats of learn- 


* Since this report was made this expectation has been realized; and, at the orgzani 
zation of the *Kesex Ancitiary Society,’ after sermon by the Rev. Dr. Joseph Dana. 
egh iL Yje8t dallars and. Jorty- four cents x be? e “collecte ad for the use of the Parent Society. 

T 1% enstance arly tit Mar ‘uland, whieh in 1810 cantained 380,546 souls. From Mr 

Ningsbury’s communications it Appetiie, that instead of 145 re cularly educated iii: 28 
‘ers, which inarecent public estimate wt was sit (pposed there might be in that state, a- 
rylund does not contuin, exclusively of catholics, more thin 35 such ministers.—With 
respect to sc _— he suus there is no prow 2$10N made by law for their support in Mary- 
and. There are in this state a few subscription schools from fv e to tovive, cud in seme 
places jifteen or twenty miles asunder. “1s might be expected,” he adds “the result is, 
one fourth part of the white Somilies in the country have not an individual belonging to 
them, that cun read, and pr ‘obubly not one in Sifiy of the biacks.°—-* Schoalin: ister's ¢ 

common education would be extr nely useful, and receive a decent support. dt daily see 
mere and more the impoviance of eurly education, and the great want of it in this 
country. Hundreds of pious school teas ners mizht be employed in this part of ihe oye 49 


With many piety would be a rece: ngeudation. Lt is asi ead complaint here, that solic 
teachers ure drunkurds.? 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 

A LETTER tothe Editor, dated on the 27th ult. at Acw h, (NH _) contains the following 
paformation God in much merev is gra 4 > a ue ¢ J i Ss tia, S it. 
° . i 
Within the course tiie las Lmight gue Auadred have either oulained hopes, or ai 

solemnly impressed.” 

‘he pastor of the church in Locke, (N Y.) + sas tollows; “The st of things un 
recard to rel g n S té j ‘ esling with 3. r L ' vere ane a eh 
tines with a good deg power. ‘Thi \ dded to church iast Sabbath. © 
the Sale day Su), < oe | sh tj c iW} wae d ) th ( m™ bic i* - u d 
the care of t Rev XN ‘waikes. In th ge of Ithaca, a us \ iis, the Lord is 
carrying On a great work ” ' : 

There is a consid val of relig 1 Fairfax, (Ver nd in? ¥v other towns. 
It is suppased, that h ns im t te are visited with gracious tokens of 
the divine presence \ er States, tira every t trom %} eton to Mancheste! 
a distance of more than 100 miles; there is a revival of reiig : at icast more ia 
ordinery concern 

A letter to the Eviter, from a elerevman of the first respect itv. has the followinz 
words: **God is carrying on his good work, in many parts of this state, in a manner 1 
wonderful and o] rious. NX ver. in this part of our country, have we expericneed niente 
season bet re.’ . 
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During the summer past, there has b 


Revivals of Reliziasy. 
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ignorant —the lawyer, the farmer, and the meelanic;—all alike are made to bow to the 


pares e of Lm nanuel , . 
A great revival has commenced in News ark, (N.J.) More than 200 souls in the congre- 


gation of the Rew. Der. Richards are awakened and auxiously iquiring what they shali do 


to be saved. 


ORDINATIONS. 


Orpatven, Nov. 20, the Rev. Luraznr Batuey, as pustor of the first ehurch and socicty 
in “dedway, ( Tas 8.) Sermo: by the Rey. Dr. Ricimond, of Stoughton. The uew 
chacch of Vie societ y was dedicated on the same day. Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Sanders, 

Aedfield. 

At Alfred, .(Maine,) Nov. 6, the Rev. Mr. Doveass, as pastor of the Congregational 
church and society in that tawn. 

At ludson, (N.Y.) the tev. Bensanin F. Stanton, over the Presbyterian church 
and soci ety in that city. 

At Middleborough, (Miass.) over the third church and society in that town, the Rev. 
Pairire Coursey. Introductory prayer by the Rev Mr. Pratt, of Barnstable; sermon by 
che Rev. Dr. Worcester, of Salem; consecrating praye r by the Rev. Dr Sager; charge 
by the Rev. Dr. Reed, of Bridgewater; address to the Church and Society by the Rev. 
Mr. dates, of Dedham; right hand of fellowship by the ek *. Mr. Pame, of Middleborough,, 
sid the coacluding prayer by the Rev. Mr. Pomeroy, of Randoiph. 


InsTaLLun, at Barrington, (1.1) the Rey. LuTazr Waicutr. 


OBITUARY. 


Drev, at Hadicy, after a lingering illness, Caantrs Hopxins, aged 23. He was graduated 
at Yale College in 1814. 

At Austinburgh, Ohio, Capt. Erasrrus ~~ aged 30. He left, sy will, $25 to 
support the Gospel in Austinburgh; 450 to educate oi phan children at Bombay, S100 
10 the Missionary Society of Conne cticut; S200 to the Board of Foreign Missions; §200 
to the Ohio Pre sbytery to educate pious youth, and 3625, to be disposed of by his 
brothers, to send the Gos spel to the he: — n. tHe died beloved and I: mented, triumphing 
in faith, and in a strong hope of a blessed and glorious immortality. 

At Nassau, New Pro-idence, the Rev De. J. 2. Prompsos, pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church m Augusta, and president of the ae \eademy, aged 31 

At Wilmington, (N.C.) Samoee R. Joceris, Bsq. one of the cost distinguished citizens 
of that place, formerly of New Haven. He W on eraduaied at Yale College, in 1783. 

At Medford, Brenszanin ldacz, Esq. aged 87. tie was a member of the Provineial 
Congress and the Committee of Safety in 1775. 

At Cha ‘leston, (S.C ,, the Rev. Wictriram Hottrnsxep, D.D.; for many years pastor 
of the congregational church in that eity. 

At F cankliu, (Con.) +" s. Hanvad EncEerton, aged upwards of 100. 

At Marietta, (Ohio,) Jan. 18th, A a JoserH Wixicox, tormerly of Killingworth, 
(Con.) and for several years Marshal of the District of Connceticut, aged 60. 

At Hopkinton, in Dec. 1815, Miss Exrtza Howe, da are oe Rev. Nathaniel Howe, 
in the 22d year of her age. The early departure of this young lady, affords a str king 
instance of the truth,—so apt to be forgotten, —th: tt vouth and 5 Ree dth, and a prospect 
ot respectability, usefulness, and happiness in society, are no security against discase and 
death Miss Howe possessed an amiable d lisposition, a cultivated mind, and sueh aecom- 
plishments as endeared her to her relatives aud fiends. But thou gh she Was an orna- 
ment and a blessing to the eirele of her acquaintance here on earth, we trust she now 
mingles in a sdisiet, where she is equally beioved, and where her virtues shine with still 
brighter lustre. Daring a lo: if and distressing S ckuess, me miuifested ealmness of mind, 
and a pious resignation to the will of God. She died in peace; and she has lett surviving 
friends, white they mourn their joss, to eNJOY the con: lation of boheving, that che is eone 
£0 dwe Wi ina be ‘tter and a h: ppier we rid, pp she beholds and reflects the si my of chat 
Divine Savior, whom she chose tor her frend and portion. Happy they who shall make the 
Same choice, and shall dwell in the same abode. 


AtSalisbary, (N.Y. ) Nov. 21, 18'6, James H. Wrurtams, in consequenee of a kiek of a 
horse, aced 10 years “He was ac hild much devoted to the study of the Bible, aud bee«ane 
acquainted with it from his infan cy No pk - could be mentioned, but he would tell 
where it might be found He read the Rible almost three times through in course. He 
lived 28 hours afier he was ht int, and was very much exereised about a preparation tor 
death, Ie desired we shoud prav for him, and would exclaim, O that God would change 


- 








sivnature. 
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my heart, and fit it for heaven. Ile was directed to pray for himself. He answered, | 
eannot, 1 am so great a sinuer. The morning before he died, there seemed to be q 
change in his mind. He replied to his brother, that he bad prayed, and more than Once; 
that it was right for him to suffer as he did, for he had been a great sinner. His fathe, 

asked him, just before he died, if he loved God. He answered, yes, wi ith all my heart 

my soul, my mind, and my strength; but the last word faltere dia death. He said t 
those who stood by, Pray for me; pray all the while, and expired. Wouid to God all 
our children and youth would follow bis example in reading the Bible—ihat they may be 


prepared to die, as it is believed he died, with composure of mind, and with a hope full 
of inamortality. 


METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


WE had not room to insert in our last number some of the following remarks, which we 
had intended to place after the summary of thermometrical observations, 


Fr is impossible to compare one year accurately with another, unless by an instrument 
kept in the same place, and observed at the same hours of the day. Nothing is more 
eormmon, for instance, than that observations made in Boston should indicate from five to 
ten degrees more heat, at the warmest part of the dav, than observations in the neigh- 
boring towns. This variation may be aceounted for easily; but the causes of other varia- 
tions are not so evident. One common source of error is, placing the thermometer too 
near the surface of the ground; for durin all that part of the vear, when the earth is 
not trozen, the tewperature near the surface of the ground is ‘much cooler, than at an 
elevation of ten or fifteen feet. Hence, it frequently happens, that we have frosts, when 
the general temperature of thg atmosphere is from 40 te 45 degrees. On this subject 
see an interesting article in the ‘Quarterly Review. 

The following g facts may be relied on; some of which are quite remarkable. 

The morni: wz of the 17th of January was 5 degrees warmer than that of the 7th of 
June. The morning of the 27th of Deeember, five days atter the winter solstice, was 
only two degrees cooler than that of June 17th, five days ‘before the summer solstice; aud 
was several degrees warmer than either of the mornings of June 7th, Sth, Oth, 10th, and 
tith. i n the davs are almost at the longest. A good, brisk, fire was necessary for 
comfort on tet il days in cach of the summer months. The mercury was lower on the 
18th of Mareh, within afew days of the vernal equinox, than at any time within 55 days of 
the winter solstice. 

There were but 16 days of good sleighing in Boston and the vieinitv, between some 
time in Feb. 1815, and Jan. 24, 1817; and these were the 16 first days of Jan. 1816. For 
more than a twelve-month after the thaw, Jan. 17, 1816, there was not a day of good 
sleighing, and but two or three days, when it was attempted to use runners 

- he average temperatures of January in the years [816 and 1$17, were mos st remarka- 


alke; the former being 25.30; the latter 25.28; thus varying only the 5Uth part of a 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Tar Jetter froma Mother to her Son, which has lain sometime on our files, is pious 
and atfectionate, buy does net contain any thing so striking, or original, as to justify Ms 
insertien. 

We thank DrsitaTor for his kind intentions in sending us an article, which would 
occupy five or six pages, containing some ef the common arguments to prove the existe 
ence of God. We cannot suppose, however, that many of our readers need to be con- 
vineed of this trath. Our correspondent seems to have chosen quite aa unappropriate 

We would remind some of our correspondents, th 


t we expect the postage to be paid 
on cominmnications for the Panoplist. 


ERRATA. 


iw peek to correspondents, in our number for December, for “Prov. xxvi, 10 -29,” 
read “Prav. xxxi, 10--29.” 


In the obitu: iy notice of the Rev. Dr. Dwight, I. 44, for “In the creat wl + of good,” 
‘end “In the grent work of doing good,” 
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